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oy” Common Council holden i in the Chamber of 
the Guilaba l of the City of London, on Hri- 
day, the Twenty. ſeventh Day of March, 1778. 


ORDERED, That the Addreſſcs, Remon- 
ſtrances, and Petitions, commencing the 24th 
of Junc, 1769, which have been preſented to 
the Throne from this Court, and the Livery, in 
Common Hall aflembled, with his Majeſty's 
Anſwers thereto ; as likewiſe the Specch to the 
King, made by the late Mr. Alderman Beck- 
Jord, when Lord Mayor: And allo the Peti- 
tion agreed by this Court, on the. Third of 
June, 1774; to be preſented to the Houle of 
Commons againſt the Quebec Bill, be printed 
in Octavo, neatiy bound, and a Copy thereof 

ſent to every Member of this Court. 
R 1 X. 


END 'f LF. Mayer. . 


A Common Council, holden in the Chamber 
of the Guildhall, of the City of 7 on 
Friday, the roth Day of April, 1778 


ORDERED, That the Engagement to = Ga 


tered into by the Repreſentatives of this 
, Cx; in Parliament, ſettled by the Livery, 
in Common Hall aſſembled, on the 10th of 
March, 1773; the Inſtructions to the Repre- 
ſentatives, agreed to in Common. Hall, on the 
921 of June following; the Letter from Fran- 
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cis  Moſeres, . Agent to the Proteſtant 
Settlers in the Province of Quebec; and the An- 
ſwer of the Court of Common Council to the 
ſaid Mr. Ma ſeres, in the Year 1775; the ſeve- 
ral Reſolutions and Petitions from the ſaid 
Court to the Houſes of Commons and Lords, 


on the Bill to reſtrain the Trade and Commerce 
of the Province of Maſſachuſets Bay; the Let- 


ter from the General Committee of the Aſſo- 
ciation, for the City and County of New York, 


read in Common Council, the 23d of June, 
1775; the Letter from Lord Hertford, with 
Mr. Alderman Willes's Anſwer to him as Lord 


Mayor, read in Common Hall, the 24th of 


Func, 1775; the Reſolutions thereon, and the 


Addreſs agreed to the ſame Day, but not pre- 


ſented to his Majeſty ; and the Reſolutions on 


the King's Anſwer to the Sheriffs, agreed to on 


the 4th of July, 1775; the Letter from the 


Congreſs at Philadelphia, and the Addreſs to 
the Electors of Great Britain, agreed to in 
Common Hall, 29th September, 1775; the 


Thanks of the 8 Council, and the Re- 


ſolution for preſenting Doctor Price with his 
Freedom, agreed to the 14th of March, 1776, 
and Doctor Price's Anſwer thereto ; be printed 


and neatly bound in Octavo, with the Ad- 


dreſſes, Remonſtrances, and Petitions, already 
ordered to be printed at the laſt Common Coun- 


cil; and that a Copy thereof be ſent to every 


54 Hb of this Court. 
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| ADDRESSES, REMONSTRANCES, and 
PxzTITIONS, Oc. 


* 8 iT U RNER, Mayor, 


In a Meeting or Aſſembly of the Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Liverymen of the ſeveral Com- 
L panies of the City of London, in Common 
Hall aſſembled, at the Guildhall of the ſaid 
City, on Saturday, the Twenty-fourth Day 
of Fune, 1769. 
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R. Michael Lover produced a Petition to his 
Majeſty, which he ſaid he had prepared 
with the Aſſiſtance of ſeveral Liverymen, a Mo- 
tion was then made, that the ſaid Petition be 
1 read, the ſame was read accordingly ; and the 
© Lord Mayor objecting to the Title of the Petition, 
T7 being called, The Petition of the Lord Mayor, 
| Commonalty, and Livery of the City of London, an- 
other Petition was produced, intituled, The hum- 
ble Petition of the Livery of the City of London, 
in Common Hall aſſembled; which was then read, 
and upon the Queſtion being put, that this Pe- 
tition be preſented to his Majeſty, the ſame was 
unanimouſly agreed to by holding up of Hands. 
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To the King s moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Petition of the Livery of the City 
of Londo, 1, in Common Hall aſſembled. 


2 gracious Croton | 
WE. your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
the- Livery of the City of London, with all the 
Humility which is due from free Subjects to 
their lawful Sovereign, but with all the Anxi- 


ety which the Senſe of the preſent Oppreſ- 
ſions, and the juſt Dread of future Miſchiefs. 


produce in our Minds, beg Leave to lay before 
your M ajeſty ſome of thoſe intolerable Grievances, 
which your People have ſuffered from the evil 
Conduct of thoſe who have been entruſted with 


the - Adminiſtration of your Majeſty's Govern- 


ment, and from the ſecret unremitting Influence 
of the worſt of Counſellors. 


We ſhould be wanting in our Duty to your 


| Majeſty, as well as to ourſelves and our Poſterity, 


ſhould we forbear to repreſent to the Throne the 
deſperate Attempts which have been, and are too 
ſucceſsfully made, to deſtroy that Conſtitution, 
to the Spirit of which we owe the Relation which 


ſybſiſts between your Majeſty and the Subjects of 


theſe Realms, and to ſubvert thoſe ſacred Laws 


which our Anceftors have ſealed with their Blood..: 


Your - Minitters, from corrupt Principles, and 


in V tolation of every PREY» have, by various. 
enu- 
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our decnrſty. by evading the Habeas Ps: 


35 


enumerated - Means, invaded our invaluable and 


unalienabie Right of Trial I Jury. 


They have, with n iſſued 8888 


Warrants, and yiolently ſeized Perſons and 1 80 


vate Papers. 


i 
"| 
They have rendered the Laws von- 10 
to 
1 They have cauſed Puniſhments, and even per- 
petual Impriſonment to be inflicted without Daun 
Conv 1 or Sentence. | 


They have brought into Diſrepute the Civil 
Magiſtracy, by the Appointment of Perſons who 
are, in many Reſpects, unqualified for that im- 
portant Truſt, and have thereby purpoſely fur- 
niſned a Pretence for calling in the Aid of a mils 


tary Power. 


'F hey avow and endeavour to eſtabliſh | a 
Maxim, abſolutely inconſiſtent with our Conſti- 
tution; © That an Occaſion for effectually em- 
ploying a military Force, always preſents itſelf, 
when the Civil Power is trifled with or inſulted.” 
And by a fatal and falſe Application of this 
Maxim, they have wantonly and wickedly ſacri- 
ficed the Lives" bf many of your Majeſty's inno- 


cent Subjects, and have proſtituted yaur Majeſty's 
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It facred Name and Authority, to juſtify, applaud, 
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vp and recommend their own illegal and bloody 
If ' Actions. 
F They have ſcreened more than one Murderer 
j from Puniſhment, and in its Place have unnatu- 


rally ſubſtituted Reward. 


They have eſtabliſhed numberleſs unconſtitu- 
tional Regulations and Taxations in our Colo- 
nies; they have cauſed a Revenue to be raiſed in 
tome of them by Prerogative ; they have appoint- 
ed Civil Law Judges to try Revenue Cauſes, and 
to be paid from out of the Condemnation 
Money. 


| After having inſulted and defeated the Law on | 
I different Occaſions, and by different Contrivan- 
i 
| 


ces, both at Home and Abroad, they have at 
length compleated their Deſign, by violently 
1 _ wreſting from the People the laſt ſacred Right we 
if had left, the Right of Election, by the unprece- 
i dented ſeating of a Candidate, notoriouſly ſet up 
and choſen only by themſelves ; they have thereby 


tf taken from your Subjects all Hopes of parliamen- 
tary Redreſs, and have left us no Reſource, under 
j GOD, but in your Majeſty. 
i All this they have been able to effect by Cor- 
1 6 ; by a ſcandalous Miſapplication and 
; : | - Em- 
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1 * 
Embezzlement of the public Treaſure, and a 
ſhameful Proſtitution of public Honours and Em- 
ployments ; procuring Deficiencies of the Civil 
Liſt to be made good without Examination, and 
inſtead of puniſhing, conferring Honours on a 


Pay- maſter, the public Defaulter of unaccounted 
Millions. 5 r 


From an unfeigned Senſe of the Duty we owe 
to your Majeſty, and to our Country, we have 
ventured thus humbly to lay before the Throne 
theſe great and important Truths, which it hass 
been the Buſineſs of your Miniſters to conceal. 
We moſt earneſtly beſeech your Majeſty to grant 
us Redreſs: It is for the Purpoſe of Redreſs alone, 
and for ſuch Occaſions as the preſent, that thoſe 
great and extenſive Powers are entruſted to the 
Crown, by the Wiſdom of that Conſtitution, 
which your Majeſty's illuſtrious F amily was choſen 
to defend, and which, we truſt in GOD, it will 
for ever continue to ſupport, | e 
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BECKFORD, Moyer. 


In a Meeting or r An of the Mayor, 


Aldermen and Liverymen, of the ſeveral 
Companies of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Hall aſſembled, at the Guildhall of the 
ſaid City, on Tueſday, the Sirch Day oc 


March, 17 70. 


An Addreſs, OT Orr and Petition to the 
King, being produced, a Motion was made 


that the (ine be read, and the Queſtion being 
put by Mr. Common Serjeant, it was reſolved 


in the Affirmative, whereupon the ſame was 
read and agreed to as follows: 


To the King's mojt - Excellent Majeſty. 14 


The humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, 


of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of 
the City of 1 4 in Common Hall aſſembled. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
WE have already in our Petition dutifully 
repreſented to your Majeſty, the chief In- 
furies we have ſuſtained, We are unwilling 


to believe that your * can — che Deſires 
of 


rn 7 


of your People, or be regardleſs of their Aﬀe&tion;? | 
and deaf to their Complaints. Let their Com- 
plaints remain unanſwered; their Injuries are 
confirmed; and the only Judge removeable. at . 
Pleaſure of the Crown, has been diſmiſſed from 
his high Office, for defending in Parliament, the 
Law and che Conſtitution. | | 4 


Was creams venture once more to addreſs. 
ourſelves -to: your. Majeſty, as to the Father of 
your People; as to him who muſt be both able 
and willing to redreſs our Grievances; and we 
repeat our Application with the greater Propriety, 
becauſe we ſee the Inſtruments of our Wrongs, 
Who have carried into Execution the Meaſures of 
which we complain, more particularly diſtin- 
guiſhed by Yun: a TOY Sonny and. 


F avour. 


Under the ſame ſecret and malign Influence, 
which through each fucceſſive Adminiſtration 
has defeated every good, and ſuggeſted every 
bad Intention, the Majority of the Houſe of 


Commons have deprived your People of their 
deareſt Rights. 


+ 


F hs have done a Deed more ruinous in its. 

1 Con ſequences than the levying of Ship Money 

© by Charles the Firſt; or the diſpenſing Power 

aaſſumed by James the Second. A Deed, which 

myſt vitiate all the future Pros, of this 
Parliament, 


TY _ 
Parliament, for the Acts of the Legiflature itſelf 
can no more be valid without a legal Houſe of 


Commons, than without a legal Prince upon the 


. of the People are eſſential to 
the making of Laws, and there is a Time when it 
is morally demonſtrable, that Men ceaſe to be 
Repreſentatives; that Time is now arrived: 
The preſent Houſe of Commons do not ** 7 
ſent the People. 


me Rae 


We owe to your Majeſty, an Obedience under 
the Reſtrictions of the Laws for the calling and 
duration of Parliaments; and your Majeſty 
owes to us, that our Repreſentation, free from the 
Force of Arms or Corruption,ſhould be preſerved 
to us in Parliament. It was for this we ſucceſs- 
fully ſtruggled under James the Second; for this 
we ſeated, and have faithfully ſipported- your 
Majeſty's Family on the Throne: The People 
have been invariably uniform in their Object, 
though the different Mode of Attack: has called 
for a different Defence. 


Under James the Second, they complained that 
| the Sitting of Parliament was interrupted, becauſe 
it was not corruptly ſubſervient to his Deſigns: 
We complain now, that the Sitting of this Par- 
liament is not interrupted, becauſe it is corrupteds 


I 


[ WF 


ly-- ſubſervient to ; the Defigns of your Majeſty's 
Miniſters. Had the Parliament, under James the 
Second, been as ſubmiſſive to his Commands, as 
the Parliament is at this Day to the Dictates of a 
Miniſter; inſtead of Clamours for its Meeting, 
the Nation would have rung, as now, with , 
cries for its Diſſolution. | | 


The Forms of the Conſtitution, like thoſe of 
Religion, were not eſtabliſhed for the Form's 
ſake, but for the Subſtance; and we call GOD and 
Men to witneſs, that as we do not owe our Li- 
berty to thoſe nice and ſubtle Diſtinctions, which 
Places and Penſions, and lucrative Employments. 
have invented; ſo neither will we be deprived of 
it by them; but as it was gained by the ſtern Vir- 
tue of our Anceſtors, by the Virtue of their De- 
ſcendants it ſhall bepreſerved. _ ee 


Since, therefore, the Miſdeeds of your Majeſ- 
ty's Miniſters, in violating the Freedom of Elec- 
tion, and depraving the noble Conſtitution of 
Parliaments, are notorious, as well as ſubverſive . 
of the fundamental Laws and Liberties of this 
Realm ; and fince your Majeſty, both in Ho- 
nour and Juſtice, is obliged inviolably to pre- 
ſerve them, according to the Oath made to GOD 
and your Subjects at your Coronation: We your 
Majeſty's Remonſtrants aſſure ourſelves, that your 
Majeſty will reſtore the conſtitutional Govern- 
ment and hp of your People, by diſſolving 

| this 


1 ?] 


this Parliament, and removing thoſe evil Mini- 
Efters var? ever from your Councils. 


His ages 8 t deli ver * the 14th of March, 


1770. 


I ſhall always be ready to receive the Requeſts, 
and to liſten to the Complaints of my Subjects; 
but it gives me great Concern, to find that any 
of them ſhould have been ſo far miſled as to offer 
me an Addreſs and Remonſtrance, the Contents 
of which I cannot but confider as difreſpectful to 
me, injurious to my Parliament, and irreconcile- 
able to the Principles of the Conſtitution. 
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have ever made the Law of the Land the 
Rule of my Conduct, efteeming it my chief 
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In Glory to reign over a free People: With this 
0 View, I have always been carcful, as * to exe- 
i cute faithfully the Truſt repoſed in' me, as to 
it avoid even the Appearance of invading any of 


thoſe Powers which the Conſtitution has placed in 


F c 


0 other Hands. It is only by perſevering in ſuch 
wh a Conduct, that I can either diicharge my own 
bh Pury; or ſecure to my Subjects the tree Enjoy- 
of ment of thoſe Rights which my Family were 
if KCalled to defend, and, while I act upon theſe 
= tn Principles, I ſhall have'a Right to expect, and I 
it am confident I ſhall continue to receive, the ſteady 
0 and affectionate __ of my People. 
ht EXD 2 BECK 


B EC K FOR D, Mayr. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 5 
the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Monday, the 14th Day of May, 1750. 


A Motion was made and Queſtion put, that an 


humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, 
be preſented: to his Majeſty, touching the 
_ violated Right of Election, and the Applica- 
tions of the Livery of London, and his Ma- 
jeſty's Anſwer thereupon, the ſame was re- 
| ſolved in the Affirmative; which Addreſs, Re- 
monſtrance, and Petition, follows in theſe 
Words : 5 


"Tf the King s . Excellent 2 


The humble Addreſs, Rum N and pe 
tition, of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commons of the City of London, in Common 
Council aſſembled. | 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
WHEN your Majeſty's moſt faithful Sub- 


jects, the Citizens of London, whole Loyalty and ö 


Affection has been ſo often and ſo effectually 
proved 


N . 
proved and experienced by the illuſtrious Houſe 
of Brunſwick, are labouring under the Weight 
of that Diſpleaſure, which your Majeſty has 
been adviſed to lay upon them, in the Anſwer 
given from the Throne to their late humble Ap- 
plication, . we feel ourſelves conſtrained with 
all Humility to — the n Father of ** 
3 | 


Conſcious, Sire, of the pureſt Sentiments of 
Veneration. which they entertain for your Majeſty” $4 
| Perſon, we are deeply concerned that what the 
Law allows, and the Conſtitution teaches, 

hath been miſconſtrued into Diſreſpe& to your 
| Majeſty, by the, Inſtruments of that Influence ; 


which ſhakes the Realm. 85 


Perplexed and aſtoniſhed as we are, hy the 
awful Sentence of Cenſure, lately pafled upon 
the Citizens of London, in your Majeſty's An- 
ſwer from the Throne, we cannot, without ſur-. 
rendering all that is dear to Engliſhmen, forbear 
moſt humbly to ſupplicate, that your Majeſty will 
deign to grant a more favourable Interpretation 
to this dutiful, though perſevering Claim to 
our invaded Birth-rights; nothing doubting, that 
the Benignity of your Majeſty's Nature, will to 
our unſpeakable Comfort, at length break 
through all the ſecret and viſible Machinati- 


ons, to which the City of London owes its late 
_ ſevere. 


1 * Ez 
eres Repulte, and that your kingly Toftice : 
and fatherly Tendernefs, will difclaim the ma- 
lignant and pernieious Advice which ſuggeſted 
the Anſwer we deplore ; an Advice of moſt dan- 
gerous Tendency, in as much, as thereby the 
Exerciſe of the cleareſt Rights of the Subject, 
namely, to petition the King for Redreſs of 
Grievances, to complain of the Violation of the 
Freedom of Election, and to pray Diffolution of 
Parliament, to point out Mal- practices in Admi- 
niſtration, and to urge the Removal of evil Mi- 
niſters, hath by the Generality of one compen- 
dious Word been indifcriminately checked with 
Reprimand; and your Majeſty's afflicted Citi- 
zens of London, have heard from the Throne it- 
ſelf, that the Contents of their humble Ad- 


dreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, laying their 
Complaints and Injuries” at the Feet of their 
Sovereign, cannot be but conſidered by in 
Majeſty, as diſreſpeRtful t to yourſelf, injurious to 
your Parliament, and irreconcileable to 1 P'rife 
ciples of the Conſtitution. 


Tour Majeſty cannot diſapprove thas we 1 
aſſert the cleareſt Principles of the Conſtitution, 
againſt the infldious Attempt of evil Counſellors, 
to perplex, confound, and ſhake them. We 
are determined to abide by thoſe Rights and 
Liberties, which our Forefathers bravely vindi- 


cated At the ever memorable ROS and 
OY B | which 


1 8 * 

which their Sons will always reſolutely defend 
We therefore now renew, at the Foot of the 
Throne, our Claim to the indiſpenſible Right of 
the Subject, a full, free, and unmutilated Parlia-: 
ment, legally choſen in all its Members: A. MR 
Right, which this Houſe of Commons have ma- 
fey violated, depriving, at their Will and 
Pleaſure, the County of Middleſex, of one of its 
legal Repreſentatives, and arbitrarily nominating, 
as a Knight of the Shire, a Perſon not elected. by 
| a ey of the Freeholders, As the only. 
1 Conſtitutional Means of Reparation now left for 
3 the injured Electors of Great Britain, we implore, B 
3$F with moſt urgent Supplication, the Diſſolution of 
83 this preſent Parliament, the Removal of evil 

Miniſters, and the tatal Extinction of that fatal 
Influence which has cauſed ſuch a national 
41 Viſcontent. In the mean Time, Sire, we offer 
| our conſtant Prayers to Heaven, that your Ma- 
jeſty may reign, as Kings can only reign, in. MR 
alnd by the Hearts of a loyal, dutiful, and free. 
1 People. 0 
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=_ + His Bie 5 Anfwer, delivered the 234 May, I if any 


LE mould have been wanting to the ee 
well as to myſelf, if I had not expreſſed 125 Dif 
ſatisfaction at the late Addreſs. . 
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3 "MY Sentiments on that Sübject continue the = 
1 . and I Thould ill deſerve to be conſidered as. "= 
| the 


LIES 82 
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the Father of my People, if I ſhould ſuffer my- 
ſelf to be prevailed upon to make ſuch an Uſe of 
my Prerogative, as I cannot but think incon- 
ſiſtent with the Intereſt, and dangerous to the 
CONE of the Kingdom, EN. its 


* 
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* 


BECKFORD, Mayor. . 


1 A Common Council holden in the Chamber 
of the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Friday, the 25th 1 of my 17 70 55 


| The Lord Mayor being called upon to aequain 
this Court what he had ſaid to his Majeſty, after 
receiving his Majeſty's Anſwer to their Ad- 
dreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, the ſame 
was accordingly produced, which being read, 
was ordered to be entered into the Journal of 
this Court, in the following Words: 


* * 3 
= * * 
. 
i Yb 


Mop Gracious Sovereign, 55 f 

- WILL your Majeſty be pleaſed ſo far to 
condeſcend as to permir the Mayor of your loyal 
ä 3 5 City 


"4 w Þ- 


City of Lende, to declare in your Royal rente, 


on Behalf 6f his Fellow Citizens, how much the 


bare Apprehenfion of your Majeſty's Diſpleaſure 


would at all Times affect their Minds. The De- 
claration of that Diſpleaſure, has already filled 


them with inexpreſſible Anxiety and with the 


deepeſt Affliction. Permit me, Sire, to aſſure 


your Majeſty, that your Majeſty has not in all 
your Dominions any Subjects more faithful, 
mere dutiful, or more affectionate to your 


Majeſty's Perſon and Family, cr more ready to 


ſacrifice their Lives ard Fortunes in the Main- 


renance of the true Honor and Dignity of your 
Crown. 


We do, therefore, with the greateſt Humility 
and Submiſſion, moſt earneſtly ſupplieate your 


Majeſty, that you will not diſmifs us from your 


Preſence, without expreſſing a more favourable 


Opinion of your faithful Citizens, and without 
ſome Comfort, without ſore reer at leaſt of 


TR} 


4 * Perniit me, Sire, farther to obſerve, that 


whoever has alteady dated, or ſhall hereafter en- 


deavour by falſe Infinuations and Suggeſtions, to 


alienate your Majeſty” s Affections from your 


loyal Subjects in general, and from the City of 


London in particular, and to withdraw your Confi- 


dence 1 in and Regard for your People, i is an Enemy 


* to 


3 


Ye 
\ 2 


7 | 71 -31 1] 

4 . to your r Majeſty” s Perſon and F amily, 2 Violator. 
af the public Peace, and a Betrayer of our 
happy Conſtirmtion, 4 it: . e at * 
Serien Revalrions | 5 


A Motion was made, and Queſtion put, That Ah 
an humble ' Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, to congratulate him on the ſafe 
Delivery of the Queen, and the Birth of ano- 
tler Princeſs; the, ſame was unanimeuſly 
reſolved in the Affirmative; which Addreſs F 
is as follows : : 


To the King s- ny Excelle Igeln — 
The humble Addreſs of the Lord Mayor, Al- . 
dermen, and Commons of the A of Kare 
in Common Council aſſembled. 


Cogn 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | 

WE wait upon your Majeſty with our Pee” 
Congratulations on the happy Delivery of our 
moſt gracious Queen, and on the Birth of another 

| Princeſs, and to aſſure your Majeſty, that there 
l B 3 5 


23 "22 77 
are not in all your Dominions any Subjects more 
faithful, more dutiful, and more affectionate to 
your Majeſty's Perſon and Family, or more 
ready to ſacrifice their Lives and Fortunes in the; 
Maintenance of che true Honor and Dignity of 

your Crown. 
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Long may your Majeſty reign the true Guar- 
dian of the Liberties of this free Country, and 

be the Inſtrument, in the Hands of Providence, of 
tranſmitting to our Poſterity, thoſe invaluable , 
Rights and Privileges, which are the Birth- right 1 
of the Subjects of this 9 Sos = 


His 2 D e Ad the zoth Dey 
4 n 1 A 


2 


I receive with great Satisfaction your Congra- 
tulations on the happy Delivery of the Queen, 
and the Birth of a Princeſs; and I return, you. 1 

; my hearty Thanks for your Duty and Affection 
to my Perſon and Family, and the Zeal for the 
true Honor and Dignity of my Crown, which 

ER you ** 8 this Occaſion, T7 


RP. 


[ li The City of 13 entertaining theſe lat. 
| Sentiments, may be always afſured of my Pro- is 


tection. x | | 
CROSB „ 


v 23 4 


Tx. O 8 * | Mayor. 

A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Thurſday, the 15th Day of Noveraner, Kerr. 


A Motion was made, and Queſtion put, That an 
humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, 
be preſented to his Majeſty, by this Court, 
touching the violated Right of Election, and 
praying a Diſſolution of the preſent Parliament; 

the ſame was declared to be carried in the Afﬀ-: 
firmative: And a Diviſion being demanded; 
and granted, there appeared ſeven Aldermen 
and ſeventy- one Commoners, beſides the two 
Tellers, for the Affirmative; and eight Al- 
dermen and thirty- eight Commoners, beſides: 
the two Tellers, for the Negative; whereupon” 
his Lordſhip declared the ſame to be reſolved 
| in the Affirmative; which Addreſs, Remon-: 

\ trance, and Petition, was agreed to, as follows: 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, 
of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons 
of the City of London, in Common Council 

| . aſſembled. | 


WE, your Majeſty's s moſt dutiful and We 
Subjects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
BB 6 | mons 


— moſt 3 beg Leave to — 


the Foot of the Throne, our aggravated Grievan- 
ces and carneſt Supplications. Although through 
Prevalence of evil Counſellors, our juſt Complaints 


have hitherto met with Repulſe and Reprimand, 


nevertheleſs, we will not forego the laſt Conſola- 


tion of the unhappy Hope, that our Sufferings 
will at length find an End from the innate Good- 


neſs of your Majeſty; the gracious Effects of 


which have, to our unſpeakable Grief, been in- 
tercepted from your injured People, by a fatal 


Conſpiracy of malevolent Influences around * 


7 —_ 


We, alive, again implore your Majeſty in 
this fad Criſis, with Hearts big with Sorrow and 
warm with Affection, not to be induced by falſe 
Suggeſtions. contrary to the Benignity of your 


royal Nature, to ſhut up your paternal Compaſ- 
ſion. and Ju'tice againſt the Prayers of unhappy 
Subjects, claiming, as we now again preſume to 
do, with equal Humility and freeborn Plainneſs, 
qur indifputable Birth-rights, Freedom of Ele- 
ion, and Right of Petitioning. 3 | 


We have ſeen the known Law of the Land, 
the ſure Guardian of Right, trodden down, and 


by the Influence of daring Miniſters arbitrary, 
| Diſcretion 


- 


your Majeſty, and moſt dutifully to lay again at 


WEE, 


"I 81 


Diſcretion, the Law of Tyrants ſet upd to over- 
throw the Choice of the Electors, and och 
to a Seat in Parliament, a N not u wed Yrs 
the a 


— 


Your M veſty's Throne 's use on che PAY 
Exerciſe of this great Right of Election; to pre- 
ſerve it inviolate is true Loyalty; to undermine 
and deſtroy it, is the moſt bahn Tann 
I the RE Conſtitution. 


| Drink then, Sir, amidſt the conphlaig Dans 

gers which furround us, to reſtore Satisfaction 

and Harmony to your faithful Subjects; by re- 

moving from your Majeſty's Preſence all evil 

XZ Counſellors, and by recurring to the recent Senſe 
of your People taken in a new Parliament. 


By ſuch an Exertion alone of your own rojat 
Wiſdom and Virtue, the various Wounds of che 
Conſtitution can | be effectually healed, and by 
Repreſentatives freely choſen, and acting inde- 
pendently, the ſalutary Awe of Parliament cannot 
fail to ſecure to us that ſacred Bulwark of Engliſh 
Liberty, the Trial by Jury, againſt the danger- 
ous Defigns of thoſe, who have dared openly © 
to attempt to mutilate its Power and deſtroy its 


Efhcacy.. 


80 


[ 26 J 

So will Diſſatisfaction and national Weakneſs: 
change at once into public Confidence, Order, 
Strength, and Dignity; and this boaſted Conſti- 
tution of England, ſo late the Envy of Nations, no 
longer hold forth to the Deriſion of Europe, 
Electors not ſaffered to elect, Juries forbid to 
judge of the whole Matter in Iſſue before them, 
and dutiful Petitioners remonſtrating the moſt 
flagrant Grievances, branded by the Miniſters who 
oppreſs them, as ſeditious Infractors of that Con- 
ſtitution we religiouſly revere, and together 
with your Majeſty's. facred . Perſon, will unceaſ- 
ingly defend againſt all Enemies and Betrayers. 


His « Majehy s e delivered the 21% Day f 
| , DI; 1770. 


' AS I have ſeen no Reaſon to alter the Opinion 

exprefled in my Anſwer to your former Addreſs 

upon this Subject, I cannot bangs with * 
dauer of Pg e 
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a Y, Mayor. n! 


. Common Council holed in the Chamber of 
f the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
: = = COIs. the 5th Day of An 8. hs E 


A Motion was ance and Queſtion put, That an 
1 humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
YH to congratulate him on the ſafe Delivery of > 
the Queen, and the Birth of another Prince 
the ſame was reſolved in the Affirmative; 
which Addreſs Was e to, as Kaen ; 


a 
* * +» 


To te King's © Excellent WMajely. 8 


The hunkle A e Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of the City of» 
. London, in Common Council aſſembled. t. 


27 


Moſt Gracious Spvereign, 


WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful TY loyal” 
== Subjects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
= | Commons of the City of London, in Common 
Council aſſembled, embrace this joyful Occaſion - 
of approaching your Majeſty with our fincere” 
XZ Congratulation on the ſafe Delivery of the Queen; 
and the auſpicious Birth of another Prince. J 
5 Y 8. our 
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Your Majeſty's ever loyal and faithful Citizens 
of London, exceeded by none of your Subjects. 


in honeſt and anxious Zeal for your Majeſty's 
Happineſs, and the Glory and Profperity of your 
Reign, rejoice in all Events which augment your 
Majeſty's domeſtic Felicity, firmly truſting; that 
every Increaſe of the auguſt Houſe of Brunſwick, 


will prove an additional Security to our Reli- 


gion, and the great Charter of Liberty, which in 


Conſequence of the glorious and neceſſary Re- 


volution, that illuſtrious Houſe was choſen fo 
defend. 


* 


4 


His Maio s . 3 12th of 
June, 1771, 


I thank you for this ane Addreſs, and for 1 
your Congratulations on the ſafe Delivery of the 
Queen and the Birth of another Prince. 


It gives me great Satisfaction, to find that 


you conſider the Increaſe of my F amily as an 
additional Security to our Religion, and te that 
Liberty, which I look upon with Pleaſure as the 
Baſis of my Government, and which I ſhall al- 
ways think my Honor and Intereſt concerned o | 


defend. 


CROSBY, 
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meu 


In a Meeting or Aſſembly 4 the M 
Aldermen, and Liyerymen of the ſeveral 
Companies of the City of London, in Com- 
mon "Hall aſſembled, at the Guilaball of ) 
the ſaid City, on Monday, the a Vers of., 


June, 1771. „ > 1 4p 


A Motion was made, and Queſtion put, That an . 
humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, 
be preſented to his Majeſty from the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the City of | 
London, in Common Hall aſſembled; the ſame e 
Was reſolved in tlie Affirmative. | | 


4 an humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and 
Petition to his Majeſty, being produced, a Mo- 
tion was made that the ſame be read, and the 

Queſtion being put by Mr. Town Clerk, it 
was reſolved in the Affirmative; W 5 
the ſame was read, as follows: 


To the King's mof Excellent Majeſty. 5 


The humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Peti- 
tion, of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Li- 


very of the City of London, in Common Hall 
aſſembled. 


Mot 
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45 8 es 
wt, your Majeſty's dutiful and yal Subjects 


the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Libery of the 


City of London, in the Anguiſh of our Hearts, 


beg Leave to approach your Royal Perſon, and 


deeply to lament, that we ſtill ſuffer, together 


with many others, all thoſe great and unparalleled 
| Grievances, which we have before ſubmitted to 


your Majeſty, with the Hope of a full and 
ſpeedy Redreſs from our Sovereign, as the F ather 


erke. V% 9 ps og9ut, PRE By 


The fame arbitrary Houſe of CARERS which \ 
violated the ſacred Right of Election, and ſeated 
among themſelves, as a Repreſentative of the 
People, a Man who was never. choſen into Par- 
liament ; have the laſt Seſſion proceeded to the 


| moſt extravagant Outrages againſt the Conſtitu- 
tion of this Kingdom, and the Liberty of the 


Subject, of which your Majeſty is by Law, the 


great + Guardian. They have ventured to im- 


priſon our chief Magiſtrate, and one of our Al- 


dermen, for diſobeying their illegal Orders, and 


not violating the holy Sanction of their Oaths to 


this great City, as well as their Duty to their 
Country. They have, by the moſt artful Suggeſti- 


ons, prevailed upon your Majeſty, to ſuffer your 
Royal N ame to give a pretended Authority to a 
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length they proceeded to the enormous Wicked- 


neſs of eraſing a judicial Record, in order to 


ſtop the Courſe of Juſtice, and to fruſtrate all 
Poſſibility of Relief by an Appeal to thoſe Laws, 
which are the nobleſt Birth- right and Inheri- 
rance of all the Subjects of this Realms, | 


R the unjuſt Cee of our Repre- 


1 ſentatives, they proceeded to a Law, depriving 
the Citizens of London, of a conſiderable Part of 


their Property in the Soil of the River Thames, 
ſolemnly granted to them by divers Charters, and 
confirmed by the Authority of Parliament, and 


under Colour of Equity, inſerted in that Law an 


unuſual ſaving Clauſe, ſubverſive of the known 
and eſtabliſned Laws of Property; they have, 


without any Pretence of an Abuſe, ſuperſeded 
the Conſervacy of the River 7 hames, in the Li- 
berty which the Citizens of London have enjoyed 
from the eg. 


% 


"Wes therefore, your Remonſtrants, again hum 
bly ſupplicate your Majeſty to reſtore our Rights, 
and to give Peace to this diſtracted Nation, by a 
ſpeedy Diſſolution of the Parliament, and by re- 


moving your preſent wicked and deſpotie Miniſters 
for ever from your Councils and Preſence. 


His 


J 


7 Proclamation, iſſued at their expreſs Defire, 
. cofttrary to the known Laws of the Land. .At 
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e s. Maeſy's « Anſwer, delivered the 10th f 
J uly „ 1771. 


„ ſhall ever be ready to exert my Preroga- 


<« tive, as far as I can conſtitutionally, in redref- 


& fing any real Grievances of my Subjects; and 


£ 


* 


0 to liſten to any of their well- founded Com- 
« plaints: It is, therefore, with Concern that J 
« ſee a Part of my Subjects ſtill ſo far miſled 
« and deluded, as to renew, in ſuch reprehenfible 
©. Tetms, a Requeſt, with whish I have fepeat- 
40 edly declared, I cannot comply.“ 


\ 


the City of London will always find nie diſpoſed 
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TOWNSEND, Aer. 
A Common Council holden in the Chamber of in 

the Guildhall of the City of London, on Thur. | 
day, the 4th Day of February, 1773s 


A Motion being made, and Queſtion put, that an 
humbleAddreſs of Congratulation, be preſented | 
to his Majeſty by this Court, on the ſafe De- 

| livery of the Queen, and the Birth of another 

Prince; the ſame was unanimouſly reſolved in 
the a Addreſs was FER to, 


as s follows : : 


To the King s muſt 2 Excellent aueh: 


The humble Addreſs of the Lord Mayor, Al- 


dermen, and Commons of the City of London, 
in Common Council aſſembled, 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


_ YOUR Majeſty's loyal Subjects, the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of 
London, in Common Council aſſembled, ap- 
proach your Majeſty with their Congratulations” 
on the happy. Delivery of their moſt amiable 
Queen, and the Birth of another Prince. 


Your faithful Citizens of London, ever zeae. 


(lous of your Majeſty's Happineſy, and the true 
C | Honor 


— 


2 
— — 0+ 2coaeet — — £ 
wer” —＋ we = n ” 4 X 200 
J Op Oe OE Ot Le I 8 . — > XL K 
. OO OY "INOS CEP Su Sw 22 : 18s £5 ih 27a? — i b #3, 1 
* n oy y — 2 2 N « — _— 


* 


22 ” 1 


. as rao. = ne A on, = 
2 = A e . 2 * — 
? TOE * * N * = 
* . — A rt PEA Yeo a 7 SP Su Ad SR arg 5 A oy 0A Ds IG 57 ern 2, one» FIRE 
* 


1443 8 


Honor and Proſperity of your des, will con- 


tinue to rejoice in every Member which adds to 
your Majeſty's domeſtic Felicity. And they 
hope, that every Branch of the auguſt Houſe of 
Brunſwick, will add further Security to thoſe 
ſacred Laws and Liberties, which their Anceſ- 


tors would not ſuffer to be violated with Impu- 


nity, and which, in Conſequence of the glorious 
and neceffary Revolution, that illuſtrious Houſe - 
was called forth to . and defend. 


Hs 22700 8 e- delivered the 5th Day of 


ah we hf February, 177 3. 


T thank you for this dutiful Addreſs, and your 
Congratulations on the happy Delivery of the 
Queen, and the Birth of another Prince. The 
Religion, Laws, and Liberties of my People, 
have always been, and ever ſhall be the conſtant 
5 of my Care and Attention. 72 


© 3 3 


TOWNSEND, Mayor. 


In a Meeting or Aſſembly of the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Liverymen of the ſeveral 
Companies of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Hall aſſembled, at the Guildball of the 
faid City, on Thurſday, the 11th Day of 

. March, 1773. 


Mr. William Biſhop acquainted the Livery, that 
at a previous Meeting of the Livery, at the 
Half. Moon Tavern, in Cheapfide, an Addreſs, 
Remonſtrance, and Petition-to his Majeſty was 
agreed to, and ordered to be- laid before the 
Livery in Common Hall aſſembled, for their 
Approbation. And a Motion was made that 
the ſame be read, and the Queſtion being put, 
it was reſolved in the Affirmative, whereupon 
the ſame was read and agreed to as follows: 


To the King's meſt Excellent Majeſty. os 


The humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Peti- 
tion of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Li- 
very of the City of London, in Common Hall 
aſſembled. 


r Mat 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


WE, your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal Sub- 
jects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery, 
of the City of London, beg Leave to approach 
the Throne with the Reſpect becoming a free 
People, zealouſly attached to the Laws and Con- 
ſtitution of their Country, and the Parliamentary 


Right of your Majeſty to the Crown of theſe 
Realms. 


We defire, with all Humility, ! in the Grief and | 
Anguiſh of our Hearts, to ſubmit to your Ma- 
jeſty, that the many Grievances and Injuries we 


have ſuffered from your Miniſters, ſtill remain 


unredreſſed; nor has the public Juſtice of the I ; 


Kingdom received the leaſt Satisfaction, for the 


frequent atrocious Violations of the Laws which 


have been committed in your Reign, by your: 


Miniſters, with a daring Contempt of every 


Principle kuman and 5 Your People have, 
with the deepeſt Concern, obſerved, that their 
former humble Petitions and Remonſtrances were 
received with a Neglect and Diſregard, very 
hardly brooked by the high Spirits of a great and 
powerful Nation; but the Hopes of Redreſs ſtill: 
encouraging us to perſevere, we again ſupplicate 
your Majeſty, to liſten to the Voice of your ag- 


grieved Subjects, in Vindication of your own and 


the Nation's Honor, againſt your deſpotic and 
— corrupt 
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corrupt Miniſters, who have perverted the F oun- 
tains of public Juſtice, and undermined the 
i Foundations of our excellent Conſtitution. Our 
E Repreſentatives, who were choſen to be the Guar- 
dians of our Rights, have invaded our moſt ſa- 
E cred Privileges. The Right of being repreſented 
in Parliament, is the, inherent, inalienable Privi- 
lege, as well as peculiar Glory of the free born 
ZE Inhabitants of this Country, and a Perſon quali- 
fed by Law, a Magiſtrate of this City, was duly 
elected a Knight of the Shire for the County of 
Maddleſex, by a great Majority of legal Votes, 
T 1 yet has been excluded from the Houſe of Com- 
mons, by a Reſolution of that Houſe; and a Can- 
didate, who had only a few Votes, deelaied the 
4 ” Repreſentative of the Electors of the ſaid Coun- 
ty, againſt their Conſent, through the like cor- 
rupt Influence of the fame Miniſter. The chief 
| EE Magiſtrate, and one of the Aldermen of this | 
City, were impriſoned for not obeying the illegal 
Miendates of an arbitrary Houſe of Commons, ' 
and violating the ſolemn Oaths they had taken 
for the Preſervation of. the Liberties and Fran- 
chiſes of the Capital of your Majeſty's Domi- 
HE nions. We recal to your Majeſty's * Remem- 
' EY brance with Horror, that unparalleled Act of: 
" ME Tyranny, the erazing a judicial Record, in order 
to ſtop the Courſe of Juſtice; to introduce a Syſ- 
tem of Power againſt Right; and to tear up by 
1 the 1 Truth and Law from the Earth. 
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Moft gracious Sovereign, 


WE, your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal Sub-. 


jects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery, 
of the City of Londen, beg Leave to approach 
the Throne with the Reſpect becoming a free 
People, zealouſly attached to the Laws and. Con- 
ſtitution of their Country, and the Parliamentary 
Right. of your Majeſty to the Crown of the 


Realms. | 


We defire, with all Humility, in the Grief and 
Anguiſh of our Hearts, to ſubmit to your Ma- 
jeſty, that the many Grievances and Injuries we 
have ſuffered from your Miniſters, ſtill remain 
unredreſſed; nor has the public Juſtice of the 
Kingdom received the leaſt Satisfaction, for the 
frequent atrocious Violations of the Laws which 


have been committed in your Reign, by - your: 


Miniſters, with a daring Contempt of every 


Principle human and divine. Your People have, 
with the deepeſt Concern, obſerved, that their 
former humble Petitions and Remonftrances were 
received with a Neglect and Diſregard, very 


hardly brooked by the high Spirits of a great and 


powerful Nation; but the Hopes of Redreſs ſtill 
encouraging us to perſevere, we again ſupplicate 
your Majeſty, to liſten to the Voice of your ag- 
grieved Subjects, in Vindication of your own and 


the Nation's Honor, againſt your deſpotic and 
f 2 | corrupt 
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Foundations of our excellent Conſtitution. Our 
W Repreſentatives, who were choſen to be the Guar- 


: A yet has been excluded from the Houſe of Com- 


Fr = 
W corrupt Miniſters, who have perverted the Foun- 
tains of public Juſtice, and undermined the 


dians of our Rights, have invaded our moſt fa- 
cred Privileges. The Right of being repreſented 
in Parliament, is the, inherent, inalienable Privi- 
lege, as well as peculiar Glory of the free born 
W Inhabicants of this Country, and a Perſon quali- 
bed by Law, a Magiſtrate of this City, was duly 
elected a Knight of the Shire for the County of 
= Middleſex, by a great Majority of legal Votes, 


W mons, by a Reſolution of that Houſe ; and a Can- 
didate, who had only a few Votes, deviated the 
W Repreſentative of the Electors of the ſaid Coun- 
W ty, againſt their Conſent, through the like cor- 
rupt Influence of the ſame Miniſter. "The chief 
Magiſtrate, and one of the Aldermen of this 
City, were impriſoned for not obeying the illegal 
Mandates of an arbitrary Houſe of Commons, 
and violating the ſolemn Oaths they had taken 
for the Preſervation of the Liberties and Fran- 

| chiſes of the Capital of your Majeſty's Domi- 
nions. We recal to your Majeſty's * Remem- 
brance with Horror, that unparalleled Act of: 
& Tyranny, the erazing a judicial Record, in order 
to ſtop the Courſe of Juſtice, to introduce a Syſ- 
tem of Power againſt Right; and to tear up by 
the: ra Truth and Law from the Earth. 
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We, therefore, your Remonſtrants, again ſup- 
plicate your Majeſty, to employ the only Re- 
medy now left by the Conſtitution, the Exerciſe 
of that ſalutary Power with which you are en- 


truſted by Law, the diſſolving of the prefent | 


Parliament, and the Removal of thoſe evil Coun- 
ſellors, who adviſed the Meaſures fo generally 
odious to the Nation; and your Majefty, as the 
true Guardian of our Rights, ſhall ever reign i in 
the Hearts of a 1 People. 


His Majeſty's Anſwer, delivered the 267⁰ if Match, 
1773. 


I have the Satisfaction to think that my da 
do not doubt of my Readineſs to attend to their 
Complaints, or of my ardent Deſire to promote 
their real Happineſs, which I cannot more effec- 
tually do, than by reſiſting every Attempt to were 
groundleſs Jealouſies among them. 


Your Petition is ſo void of Foundation, and 
is, beſides, conceived in ſuch diſreſpectful Terms, 
that I am convinced you do not, yourſelves, ſe- 
riouſly imagine it can be complied with. 


Further 


TSS 


2 arthet Haga of the che 
Hall, on Thurſday, ths 11 rache of 
Mn, ,; ion 


WE, the Liverymen of London; in Common kAalt 
aſſembled, taking into our ſerious Conſideration, 
the pernicious Effects of long Parliaments, and 
being convinced, that the molt likely and effec- 
tual Remedy for the many Grievances under 
which the People of this Country have ſo long la- 
boured, is to be found in a frequent t Appeal to 
the People by ſhort Parliaments; Po reſolve, 
that we will not vote for, countenance, or ſup- 
port, either directly or indirectly, any Candidate 
or Candidates, to repreſent this City in. Parlia- 
ment, until he ſhall have, previous to his Stand- 
ing forth as a Candidate, ſolemnly aſſented to, 
and ſigned an Engagement for nen the Du- 
ration of Parliaments. Ig ehre d 26 wild 


WW, 


F 1 
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Reſolved, That the Engagement be, i in the 
Words following : » 
* A. B. do moſt diene engage * Ward 
and Honor, that as long as I live, I wall. faith- 
fully and ſincerely endeavour, to the utmoſt of 
my Power, to promote and procure, and having 


IE maintain and. continue a perpetpal 
C 3 


1 40 4 


Act of Parliament, to ſhorten the Duration of 
Parliaments, and to reſtore and preſerve to the 
People their conſtitutional Right of an annual, or, 
(if that cannot be obtained) at leaſt a triennial 
Choice of Repreſentatives; and if I am Member 
of either Houſe of Parliament, when a Motion 
for the above Purpoſe ſhall be made, I will not 
fail to attend, and give my utmoſt Support to 
ſuch Motion. c 
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TOWNSEND,  Moyor. 


In a Meeting or Aſſembly of he: Mayor Fat 
Liverymen of the ſeveral Companies of the 
City of London, in Common Hall aſſembled, 
at the Guildball of the ſaid City, on 7 1 
day, the 24th Day of June, 1773. 2 


A Liveryman acquainted this Common Hall, 
that on the 24th of June laſt, the Livery. of this 
City, in Common Hall aſſembled, had agreed: 
to Inſtructions to their Repreſentatives in Par- 
liament, which were now read, and the Queſ- 


tion being put, that the ſaid Inſtructions be re 
Tv corded, 


W 
= corded, and that the Town Clerk be ordered 
to enter the ſame; it was reſolved in the Af. 
firmative, and ordered accordingly, which In- 
ſtructions are as follow: | | 


To Sir Robert Ladbroke, Knight, the e Right 11. 
nourable Thomas N Barlow T: recothick, ang” 


Richard Okver, Eſquires. 


Gentlemen, et ond rr groan 


THE arbitrary Strides of Gori; which 
ſeem daily increaſing, to the Prejudice of our 
Liberties, cannot fail of alarming us in the moſt 
ſenſible Manner. Such indeed is the diſmal Com- 
plexion of the Times, that to the whole World 


we appear even on the Brink of Slavery. 


To enumerate the ſeveral Acts which have ſul- 
lied the preſent Reign, would be much too te- 
dious at preſent; ſuffice it therefore to ſay, that 
it js impoſſible for us to behold with Indifference 
the Laws of our Country daringly trampled on, 
and the Lives of innocent People wantonly taken 
_—_ n 


- Had + this Nation Wes bleſſed with 2 virtuous 
_ Heule of Commons, we ſhould by no Means 
have experienced the Oppreſſion, which for thir- / 
teen Years paſt, we have unhappily laboured un- 


der 1 long Parliaments, therefore, ang a Ve- 
IT; nal 


| [ 42 J 
nal "ATM, we may, with great Juſtice, attribute 
tube whole of our Mi ktünck. In what Light 
can we behold an Houſe of Commons, which 
4 becomes ſo proſtitute, as to be capable of voting 
a Minority to. be a Majority? An Houſe, which 
could, without the leaſt Colour of Juſtice, tyran- 
nically impriſon a Subject between three or four 
Months in a diſtempered Gaol, and inhumanly 
refuſe him the ſame Liberty, which had been 
granted to two Felons accuſed of wilful Murder? 
An Houſe, which, devoid of all Decency, could 
force the poor, timid Servant of a Corporation, 
to eraze a judicial Record? An Houſe, that could 
even puniſh two Members of its own Body, in a 
' moſt arbitrary Manner, for acting with Integrity 
in a judicial Capacity ; nay, for adhering to their 
Charters and their Oaths, and virtuouſly admi- 
niſtering Juſtice. Indeed fatal Experience hath 
taught us, that what was intended as a Bulwark 
in Defence of our Liberties, is now become a 
mere Engine of Oppreſſion; and thoſe Weapons 
of Defence, which have been entruſted into the 
Hands of our Repreſentatives, to oppoſe the En- | 
i croachments of the Prerogative of the Crown, 
| have been infamouſly perverted to ſtab the Vitals / 


of the Conſtitution. Ed 


; | 
8 


When we made Choice of you, Sirs, to tranſact 
our Buſineſs in Parliament, we conſidered all of 
you to be poſſeſſed of Fortune ſufficient to ren- 
= „ 


hs cy 
e 


N * 
o : 1 
ad * 
— w 2,74: n * a, R _ * —_ 0 5 — 

—_— 2 ere — ELSE ks ee eds. 8 4 SI "ER, 4 © rr * 

PPP oA ²⁰Ü w] ³·¹¹ . ·¹'¹wm et ee n= wenn, 
n r p _—_ Dr. 4 = Re — K 

. 

tf” 


©2599 yg Len 
+ A eee on 
1 


— 
ee 
W 


. 
r 
. 


22 2 * 
e 
. — 


_ — 
Se 
7 * — — — 


7 
Fe 
14 
£ 
* 


j 
_ 
lf 


Ta) 


der you Independent ; but ſuch is the Depravity 
of the preſent Age, that the more Wealthy ſeem 
the eaſieſt to be Corrupted. 


—_— W 
; * . 


Ah 1 of you may have 3 
yourſelves worthy of the Confidence repoſed in 
you; yet others, we. are ſorry to be obliged to 
obſerve, have been deficient in their Duty. It 
becomes neceſlaty, therefore, that we Thould'ex-". 

erciſe our indiſputable mann of 1 Jon, 
our Nen, eit 


A worthy Alderman, of this Cie whoſe pok- 
tical Principles ſeem of the pureſt Kind, and as 
ſuch, denote him a fit Example for other Mem- 
bers of the Legiſlature, convinced of the extreme 
Danger of entruſting any Body of Men with ſep- 
tennial Powers, has more than once attempted to 
ſhorten the Duration of Parliaments ; but with 
Regret we reflect, that out of five hundred and 
fifty Members, not more than Fourſcore could 
at any Time be found, poſſeſſed of Virtue ſuffi- 
cient to ſupport ſo falutary a Meaſure: As we 
have no doubt of Mr. Satubridge's renewing his 
Motion next Winter, for the ſame laudable Pur- 
poſe, we do inſiſt that each of you afford him all 
poſhble Support, in order to reſtore us to our an- 
tient Right of annually electing our Repreſenta- 


tives i in Parſininent, l 
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B U L L., Mor. 


A Common Council holden in the 8 
of the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Thurſday, the 3d Day of March, 1774. 


A Motion being made, and Queſtion put, That 
an humble Addreſs of Congratulation, be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, by this Court, on the 
ſafe Delivery of the Queen, and the Birth of 
another Prince, the ſame was reſolved in the 
Affirmative; which Addreſs was agreed to, as 
follows: 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Addreſs of the Lord Mayor, Al- | 


dermen, and Commons of the City of Dee. 
in Common Council aſſembled. 


TT Gracious Sovereign, 


WE, your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of 
your antient City of London, in Common Council 
aſſembled, beg Leave to approach your Majeſty's 
ſacred Perſon with our warmeſt Congratulations, 
on the happy Delivery of our moſt excellent 


Queen, and the auſpicious Birth of another 
Prince. 
With 


6.5, *% 
1 4s J 
With Gratitude to the divine Goodneſs, we 
behold the Increaſe of your «Majeſty's "auguſt 
_ Houſe, as it augments your Majefty's domeſtic 
Felicity, and gives a more permanent Security to 
the civil and religious LADEN of yur OO 


His dai 4 * Ae the 4th Day 4 
neh, er : 


TI receive with Pleafure this dutiful and affec- 

tionate Addreſs, your Congratulations, and the 
Sentiments which you expreſs on the further In- 
_ creaſe of my Family, cannot fail of affording 
me great Satisfaction. | 


B v . L, Mor. 


A 8 e Fe in the Chamber 
of the Guildhall of the City of London, on 


Friday, the 3d Day of June, 1774» 


A Motion being made, and Queſtion put, That 
this Court doth agree to Petition the Honou- 
f rable Houſe of Commons, that the Bill now 
depending before that Honourable Houſe, 
intituled, An Act for making more effectual 
* Proviſion for the Government of the Pro- 


1 Vince of Quebec, in North America, max 
| not 
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not paſs into a Law, the ſame was reſolved -in 


- the Affirmative, which Petition was agreed to 
as follows: 7 | 


4 * Ws 
—_—— | 


aA — - 
© rr 


— 
R 


ES g — 2 * * * . — E — 1 
CO K rr. ee eee ee eee ene 


a 


T 0 the Honourable the IE of Great Britain, | 


. 
5 — 


| in Parliament en 
L The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, At- 


dermen and Commons of the City of London, 


| | in Common Council aſſembled. 
1 Sheweth, 


x Abe 
6 
a * * 


THAT your Petitioners are deeply concerned, 
and much alarmed” to find there is now a Bill de- 
| pending before this Honourable Houſe, intituled, 
An Act for making more effectual Proviſion for 
| the Government of the Province of Quebec, in 
= « North America,” which in all civil Caſes takes 

away the Exerciſe of the Eugliſß Law, and that 
ſacred Part of it, the Trial by Jury, and ſub-. 
Fitutes in its ſtead the French Law of Canada, 
| Shereby the Freedom of the Perſon and Security 
k of the Property of his Majeſty” s Subjects are ren- 
dered * | 


* e non 
i a tia 
6 9633 


Ul That if this Bill WY into a Law, the dan 
5 Catholic wilt be the only legal cftabliſhed Re- 
i Egon, without any Proviſion being made for the 
Mt free Exerciſe of the Proteſtant Religion, which 


li may prove greatly injurious and oppreſſive 
all to his Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects, who 


Ws 47 


do now, or. may hereafter lt in. the ſaid 
Province. 825 9 

That the n W is veſted folely i in 
Perſons: appointed during Pleaſure by the Crown, 
which is totally inconſiſtent with the Liberty 
and Principles of the Zzgliþ Conſtitution, | 


Your Petitioners, therefore, moſt humbly pray, 
that the ſaid Bill may not paſs into a Law. 


DARE. ? —— 8 C-Y ” 


B U L. L, Mor 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber 
of the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
a Saturday, the 18th Day of June, 1774. 


A Motion being mne and Queſtion put, That 
this Court doth agree to apply to his Majeſty 
by Addreſs and Petition, praying that his 

Majeſty will be pleaſed not to give his Royal 
Aſſent to the Bill, intituled, An Act for 
e making more effectual Proviſion for the Go- 
« vernment of the Province of Quebec, in 

E 4, * North n the fame was unanimouſly 


 reſhlyey 
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Aale d in the Affirmative; which Addreſs and 
Petition was 2 to, as follows: 


27 0 the King s moſt Excellent Majo. 


The bu ble Addreſs and Petition of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City 
of London, in Common Council aſſembled. 
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Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | 
ME, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
Subjects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of the City of London, in Common Council 
aſſembled, are exceedingly alarmed that a Biil has 
paſſed your two Houſes of Parliament, intituled, 
« An Act for making more effectual Proviſion for 
the Government of the Province of Quebec, 
e in North America, which we apprehend to be 
entirely ſubverſive of the great fundamental 
Principles of the Conſtitution of the Britißb 
Monarchy, as well as of the Authority of va- 
rious ſolemn Acts of the LAs; 


1 WE beg Leave to oblerve; that the Enzi/Þ 
4 Law, and that wonderful Effort of human Wiſ- 
W - dom, the Trial by Jury, are not admitted by 
i this Bill in any civil Caſes ; and the French Law 
Io of Canada, is impoſed on all the Inhabitants of 
tut extenſive Province, by which both the Per- 
| | ſons and Properties of very many of your Majeſty" 8 
Subjects are rendered inſecure and „ 
| © 


Laws of- this Realm. 


* T 49 T Mo 


we bumbly conceive that an Bill, i paſſed 
into a Law, will be contrary not only d ine 

Compact entered into with the numerous Settlers 
of the refotmed Religion, who were invited into 


the ſaid Province, under the ſacred Promiſe of 


enjoying the Benefit of the Laws of your! Realm 


of England, but likewiſe repugnant to your 
Royal Proclam tit of the 7th of Ofiober, 1 763, 
for the ſpeedy fertling the faid new Government. 


"if line; conſiſtent with the public Faith pledged 
by the ſaid Proclamatien, your Majeſty cannot 
erect and conſtitute. Courts of Judicature and 
public Juſtice, for the hearing ant determining 
all Caſes, as well civil as criminal, Within the 
ſaid Province, but as near as may be agreeable to 
the Laws of England; not can any Laws, Statutes 
of Ordinances for the public Peace, Welfare and 
good Government of the ſaid Province, be made, 1 
conſtituted and ordained; bur according to the 


"= 


That the Rocha Catholie Religion, which i is 


| known to be  idolatrous and bloody, is eſta» 


bliſhed by this Bill, and no legal Proviſion: is 
made for the free N of our reformned Faith, 
nor the Security of our Proteſtant F ellow - ſubjects 
of the Church of England, in the true Worſhip of 
Aumighty C GOD, pg, to gy: Gin 


. 
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That your. Majeſty's illuſtrious Family: . 
called to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, in con- 
ſequence of the Excluſion of the Roman Catholic 
antient Branch of the Stuart Line, under the 
expreſs Stipulation, that they ſhould profeſs the 
Proteſtant Religion; and according to the Oath. 
eſtahliſhed by the Sanction of Parliament, in 
the fitit Tear of the Reign of our great Deliverer 
King William the Third, your Majeſty, at your 
Coronation, ſolemnly ſwore, that you would, to 
the utmoſt of your Power, maintain the Laws of 


ig 60, the true Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and the 
Mi Proteſtant reformed Religion eſtabliſhed by 
_ 6 "That although the Term of Impriſonment of 


the Subject is limitted to three Months, the 
Power of Fining is left indefinite and unreſtrain- 


% 
. ed, by which the total Ruin of the Party may be 
ll = effected by an enormous andexceflive Fine. 
5 "That the whole legiſlative Power of the Pro- 
0 vince is veſted in Perſons to be ſolely appointed 
1 by your Majeſty, and removeable at your Plea- 


ſure, which we apprehend to be repugnant to 
WM the leading Principles of this free Conftitution, 
by which Nane your Majeſty now holds, or le- 
Wo cally can hold, the Imperial Crown of theſe 

Realms. 


I hat 
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That the ſaid Bill was brought into Parlia- 
ment very late in the preſent Seſſion, and after 
the greater Number of the Members of the two 
Houſes were retired into the Country, fo that it 
cannot fairly be preſumed to be the Senſe of ou 
Parts of the Legiſlature. 


Your Petitioners, therefore, moſt humbly ſup- 
plicate your Majeſty, as the Guardian of the 
Laws, Liberties, and Religion of your People, 
and as the great Bulwark of the Proteſtant Faith, 
that you will not give your royal Aſſent to the 


ſaid Bill. 


A your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, will 
ever pray. . 


[ 


K ing*s Anſwer, delivered by the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Hertford, Lord Chamberlain to the 
King, the 22d Day of June, 1774. x 


AS your Petition relates to a Bill agreed on by 
the two Houſes of Parliament, of which his Ma- 
jeſty cannot take public Notice, until it is pre- 
| ſented to him for his royal Aſſent in Parliament, 


Iam commanded by theKing to inform you, that 
you are not to expect an Anſwer. 


: WILKES, 


— 
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WIL k E 8, Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Guildhall, of the City of London, on 
Tueſday, the 3 iſt Day of January, 1773. 


This Day, Mr. Alderman Bull, preſented unto this 


Coutt, a Letter which he had lately received 

from Francis Maſeres, Efq; Agent to the Pro- 

teſtant Settlers in the Province of Quebec, which 
Was read in theſe Words: 


SIR, Inner Temple, London, Jan. 16, 1775. 
HIS Majeſty's antient and loyal Subjects, the 
Proteſtant Settlers in the Province of Quebec, 
(who have done me the Honour to appoint me 
their Agent for their public Concerns in Eng- 
land) have lately ſent me Inſtructions, to cdpicſs 
to you and to the Court of Aldermen, and the 
Common Council of the City of London, their 
moſt firicete and Hearty Thanks, for the great 
Mark of fraternal Regard and Affection, which 


you ſome Time fince teſtified towards them, 


by your Addreſs to the King” s moſt gracious Ma- 
jeſty, intreating him to refuſe his Royal Aſſent to 


the Bill for the Government of the ſaid Pro- 
vince. 


They 


"LW 1 


They expreſs very ſtrong Apprehenſions of the 


Miſchiefs that muſt attend the Operation of this | 


Bill; and they more eſpecially lament the Aboli- 


tion of thoſe moſt valuable Parts of the Engliſh 
Law, which relate to the Protection of perſonal 
Liberty, by Means of the Writ of Habeas Corpus, 


and of thoſe which eſtabliſh the Trial by Jury in 


civil Caſes; which Abolition, they conceive to 
be involved in thoſe very general Words of the 
new Act, which direct, . That in all Matters of 


Property and civil Rights, reſort ſhall be had to 
the Laws of Canada, and not to the Lan of 


England.“ 


This total Expulſion of the Laws of England, 


and total Reſtoration of the Laws of Canada, in 


civil Matters, which is ſo grievous to themſelves, 
they alledge to have been no way neceſſary to the 


Satisfaction of the Canadians ; but, on the con- 


trary, they declare, that the Majority of thoſe 
new Subjects of his Majeſty, have rather expreſſed 


a liking for the general Body of the Laws of 


England, ſince they have had Experience of them, 
than a Wiſh to ſee their former Laws reſtored; 


having enjoyed, and being always ready to ac- 


| knowledge they have enjoyed, a greater Degree of 


Liberty for their Perſons, Security for their Proper- 


ty, and Encouragement to the Exertion of their In- 


duſtry 1 in Trade and Agriculture, ſince the Intro- 
2 M0 3 duction 
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duction of the Laws of England into the Pro- 
vince, than ever they had known before, together 
with what they value, perhaps more than all the 
reſt, an Exemption from the inſolent and capri- 
cious Treatment of their former Superiors. And 
in Purſuance of this favorable Opinion entertained 
by them of the Eugliſh Laws, great Numbers of 
them were laſt Vear diſpoſed, as my Correſpon- 
dents aſſure me, in the moſt poſitive Terms, to 
join with the Engl; Inhabitants of the Province, 
1 in petitioning his Majeſty for the Continuance of 
# the Engliſh Laws, and were. only deterred from 
Ul; ſo doing, by falſe Alarms ſpread amongſt them by 


14 f 1 

M their Superiors, concerning the Dangers to which 
bs their Religion would be expoſed, if they joined 
q with the Angliſb in any public Repreſentations, 


The Paſſage. of the Letter of my Correſpon- 
dents, in which they relate this important Fact, 


} | is ſo remarkable, that I beg Leave to tranſcribe 
li the very Words of it; they are as follow: * In 
ü juſtice to the Bulk of the Canadian Inhabitants, 
9 who have formerly ſmarted under the Rigour of 
1 the French Government, and the Caprice of 


petty Fyrants of thole Days, we muſt confeſs, _ 
that they prefer infinitely Eugliſ Law, which ſe- 
eures their Liberty and Property, and gives a free 
Scope to their Induſtry, and dread falling again 
under the Laws and Cuſtoms of Canada.” ; 
This we declare, upon, our certain Knowledge, 
| as 


t 5 } 


as very great Numbers, throughout the Province, 
have offered to join us in petitioning for rhe Con 


tinuance of Englih Laws, and difavowing their 


Conſent, Privity, or Knowledge of. the Petition 
that was ſent Home laſt Vear in their Names, 
though figned only by a few Perſons in the Pro- 


vince; but when we had prepared a: Paper at. 


their Deſire, for them to ſign, expreſſing theſe 
well-known Facts, they informed us, that they 


were with-held by their Superiors, and command->*: 
ed not to join the Exgliſb in any public Repreſen-, 


tations ; for if they did, they were affured, that 


they would infallibly be deprived of their Reli- : 


gion; but if they remained quiet, they might 


depend upon it, that the Hals Laws would not 


be changed. 


«Bron this State of 5" Se af the Majo- 
rity of the Canadians, it is evident, that it was by 
no Means neceſſary to their Satisfaction, that the 
whole Body of the French Laws upon civil Mat- 
ters ſhould be revived, and the Eugliſb Laws upon 
thoſe Subjects ſuppreſſed; but that, on the con- 
trary, that great and valuable End might have 


been better obtained, by reviving or confirm- 
ing only ſuch Parts of the former French Laws 


as related to the Tenures of Land, the Manner 


of conveying and ſettling it, and the Tranſmiſſion 


of it to new Poſſeſſors, by Dower and Inheri- 


1254 


tance upon the Deaths of its Owners, and per- 
1 — 
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haps a few other Heads of French Law, that 


might be neceſſary to their domeſtic Peace and 
Family Concerns, to which Revival of ſuch Parts 
only of the French Laws, the Britiſb and Proteſ- 
tant Settlers have often declared, and do now 
again declare on this Occaſion, that they ſhould 
not have had the leaſt W 


And my Chrketoditents Weicht direct me to 
inform you, that though they are pleaſed to ſee 
that the criminal Laws of England have been per- 
mitted by the late Act to continue in the Pro- 
vince, they are nevertheleſs uncafy at the exten- 
five Powers of altering thoſe Laws, and making 
new ones upon thoſe high and important Sub- 


jects, which are veſted by it in a legiſlative 


Council of a very dependent Conſtitution ; and 


they particularly lament, that this legiſlative 


Council, dependent as it is, is not eſtabliſhed for 


a few Years only, till it may be found conveni- 
ent to ſummon an Aſſembly of the Province, but 
is appointed for an indefinite Length of Time, as 
if it were intended to be the permanent Mode of 
Government 1 in that Country. 


Aud ih the laſt Place, they expreſs their Con- 
cern at obſerving, that though the Popiſh Reli- 
gion is eſtabliſhed in the Province, by the Clauſe 


in the late Aft, which compels the Roman Ca- 7 
tholic 


T# i! 


tholic Inhabitants to pay to their Prieſts the 
Tythes that were formerly due to them, (which 
in Conſequence of Sir Jeffery Amberſt's expreſs 
Refuſal of the French General's Demand in that 
Behalf, at the Time of the Capitulation and Sur- 
render of the whole Country, in September, 1760, . 
they have not hitherto been obliged by Law to 
do) yet no Proviſion is made in it for the Encou- 


ragement of the Proteſtant Religion. Theſe © 


Conſiderations, they ſay, fill their Minds with 
_ melancholy Apprehenſions of the Evils that may 
ariſe from the malignant Principles and overbear- 
ing Spirit of the Romiſh Church, when elated by 
theſe Marks of public Favor. | 


T hays therefore, take the Liberty, bümbiy to 
intreat the Lord Mayor, and the Court of Alder- 
men, and Common Council of this great City, to 
exert themſelves once more in their Behalf, by 

recommending it to the worthy Members, who” 
repreſent them in Parliament, to uſe their utmoſt” 
Endeavours to recover and confirm the civil and 


religious Rights of no inconſiderable Number of 


honeſt and enterprizing Subjects of the Crown, 
who have been induced, by the royal Proclama- 
tion of Ofober, 1763, to ſettle in that diſtant. 
Country, and to riſk their Lives and Fortunes 
there with Chearfulneſs and Confidence, under 
the moſt ſolemn Promiſe of enjoying in it imme- 
MY the Benefit of the Laws of England, and in 
R due 
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due Time, that of a provincial Afembly, with 
the uſual Powers of Legiflation. 


Theſe, Sir, are the Sentiments which T am au- 
thoriſed to expreſs to you, and to the"reſpettable 
Corporation of the City of London u pon this Sub- | 
ject, by the Committee of the Proteſtant Settlers 
in the Province of Quebec, whoſe Names are theſe | 


that follow : 


James Price, John Aitkin, 
Randle Meredith, John Welles, 

John Blake, lohn Lees, 

Iſaac Todd, Zachary Mac Aulay. 
Tho. Walker, 


To theſe Sentiments of my Conſtituents, I beg 
Leave to add a few Words concerning an Event, 
which I am informed, has lately happened, and 
which bears a near Relation to them, I mean the 
public Declaration which has been made at a 
Meeting of the American Merchants, by a Gen- 
tleman connected with Government, concerning 
ſome Reſolutions already taken upon this Sub- 
ject; for, according to this Declaration, it ap- 
pears, that the Wiſdom and Equity of his Ma- 


Jjeſty's Miniſters, have anticipated the Wiſhes of 


the Proteſtant Settlers in the Province of Quebec, 


with Reſpect to two of the Points above com- 
plained 


tr 


plained of, the Abolition of the De con- 
cerning the Writ of Habeas Corpus, and con- 


cerning the Trial by Jury in civil Caſes, and 
have induced them to direct a Draught of an Or- 

dinance to be prepared here in England, under 
their own Inſpection, by a Gentleman of great 
Abilities, in order to be ſent to Quebec, and paſſed 


into an Ordinance by the legiſlative Council of 


the Province, for re-eſtabliſhing thoſe two impor- 


tant Branches of the Engi/h Lam This Pro- 


ceeding, at the fame Time that it gives a Sanc- 


tion to the Deſires of my Conſtivieais\ upon thoſe 
Subjects, affords a Proof of the Uprightneſs and 
Candour of his Majeſty's Miniſters, and the Pu- 
rity of their Intentions with Reſpect to this Pro- 


VINCE, - inſomuch that I cannot but indulge myſelf 
in the Hope, that they will be eaſily prevailed 


on to go one Step further in this good Work, and 
gratify my Conſtituents in the Manner, as well as 


the Matter of their Requeſts, by promoting the 


Eſtabliſhment of theſe important Points, by an 


Act of Parliament, to enlarge and amend the for- 
mer Act, inſtead of an Ordinance of the legiſla- 
tive Council, to the End that all the Inhabitants. . 
of the Province, both French and Engliſh, Roman. 


Catholics and Proteſtants, may have the ſame. 
ſolid and ſatisfactory Security of an Act of Par- 


liament for the Enjoyment of theſe great Foun- 


dations of their civil Liberty, as has been granted 


to the Roman Catholic inhabitants for the free 


Exerciſe 


13 


1 
Exerciſe of their Religion and the legal Main- 
tenance of their Clergy. 


1 have the Honour to be, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, 


Francis Mas ERES. 


| ff. OE ONS. Mayor, 
* A Common Council holden in the Chamber 
H of the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
| Friday, the 10th Day of February, 1775. 
1 Mr. Alderman Kirkman reported fe bo 
mw Committee, appointed the thirty-firſt Day of 
* 1 January lalt, to draw up an Anſwer to a Letter 
fi preſented unto this Court by Mr. Alderman Bull, 
1s which he had lately received from Francis Maſeres, 
[| Eſquire, Agent to the Proteſtant Settlers in the 
= Province of Quebec, that the ſaid Committee had 
prepared an Anſwer, which he delivered into this 
Court, and the ſame was read and agreed to, in the 
following Words.: 
1 . „ | 20 
* 
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To the Honourable Mr. Baron Maſeres, Arent tos 
the Proteſtant Setilers in the Province of 
| Quebce. 


SIR, 


THE Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Comin6il 
Council of the City of London, in Common 
Council aſſembled, in Anſwer to your Letter, 
communicated by Mr. Alderman Bull, deſire that 
you will be pleaſed to acquaint the Committee of 
the Proteſtant Settlers of the Province of Quebec, 
for whom you are Apent, that nothing in the 
Power of the Lord Mayor, Alder men; and 
Common Council, ſhall be wanting, towards pro- 
moting ſo deſirable a Purpoſe, as the obtaining 
Redreſs reſpecting the late Quebec Act, for the 
Proteſtant Settlers in Canada, whoſe Complaints 
againſt that Law, are manifeſtly foundedin Juſtice 
and Reaſon. 


The pernicious Tendency of the Quebec AR, is 
ſufficiently evident to all Perſons of Impartiality 
and Diſcernment, and it is therefore, eaſy to 
conceive, agreeable to the Repreſentation made by 
your Conſtituents, that the Majority of the In- 
habitants of Canada, even thoſe profeſſing the 
Roman Catholic Religion, could not have been 
deſirous of ſuch a Law. Men who were born 


under an arbitrary Government, but who were 


afterwards 


4 2 Lay — = * - an 4 
* * — 
r WY 8 MOI 
S 


[ 62 ] 


afterwards happily placed in a State of Freedom, 
muſt have been void of Underſtanding, and 
deſtitute of the common Feelings of human Na- 


ture, if they had been deſirous "ol again return- 


ing to the unhappy Situation of thoſe who are 


ſubje&ed to deſpotic Laws. And it cannot excite 
any Surpriſe, that Deceit and Miſrepreſentation 


were employed, to render the Inhabitants of 
Canada filent and acquieſcent, when Meaſures 
were concerting ſo prejudicial to their beſt and 
greateſt Interelis, | 


The Scheme, that 1s ſaid to be in Agitation, of 
granting to the Inhabitants of Canada, the Pri- 
vileges of Trial by Jury in civil Caſes, and of 
the Writ of Habeas Corpus, to be ordained by a 
legiſlative Council, holding their Seats at the Will 


of the Crown, (an Inſtitution of which the Hi- 


tory of our Country furniſhes no Precedent, but 
in the moſt arbitrary Times) is evidently not ſuch 
a Security as Britiſh Subjects are intitled to. Pri- 
vileges of fo important a Nature, ought to be 


Held by an Authority truly legal, and not de- 


pend for their Continuance on Royal Will and 
Pleaſure, which is a Tenure, totally inconſiſtent 
with the Genius and Spirit of the Britiſh Conſti- 

tution. The Power of abrogating old Laws and 
of making new, is of too great Importance to be 


Poſſeſſed by any Man, or by any Body of Men, 
e fuch as are elected We the People them- 


ſelves, 


T@ 


ſelves, and whom they think proper to conſti- 
tute as their Delegates and Truſtees. | 
We pray you, Sir, particularly to expreſs to 
your Conſtituents our ſincere Concern, at ſeeing 
that by the Authority of the Britiſb Parliament, it 
is enacted, ** That his Majeſty's Subjects pro- 
feſſing the Religion of the Church of Rome, 
„ may have, hold, and enjoy the free Exerciſe 
of their Religion; and that the Clergy of 
 * the faid Church may hold, receive, and en- 
& joy their accuſtomed Dues and Rights ;” at the 
ſame Time, that as far as depends on the Provi- 
ſions of that Act, the Proteſtant Religion is even 


untolerated. 


As the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council of the City of London, are zealous 
to preſerve their own Liberties, and thoſe of 


| their Country, and to tranſmit them undiminiſhed 


and unimpaired to Polterity, ſo it is their earneſt 
Deſire, that the Bleſſing of Freedom may be en- 
joyed by the Inhabitants of every Part of the 
Britiſb Empire; and you may aſſure the Com- 
| mittee of the Proteſtant Settlers of the Province 
of Quebec, that the Repreſentatives of the City 
of London in Parliament, who are all Members of 
this Court, have been, and will be requeſted to 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to procure a Re- 
peal 
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rat of the late Quebec Act; an Act, which is 


equally repugnant to the Principles of Britiſh 
Law and Brizi/þ Liberty, inconfiftent with 
Equity and Juſtice, and contrary to every Prin- 
* of ſound Policy. #0 


RESOLV ED, That this Court doth 3 
the Members who ſerve for this City in Parlia- 
ment, and ſuch other Members of this Court as 


are Members of Parliament, to uſe their En- 


deavours for a Repeal of the Act of Parliament 
paſſed laſt Seſſions, intituled, “ An Act for 
c making more effectual Proviſion for the Go- 


* yernment of the Province of Quebec, in 


& North America.” 


WILKES, 


* 


* * 


— — 
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1 Common Council had in 75 Chamber of 
the Guildball of the City of London, on 
Monday, the 13th Day of February, 1778. 


RESOLVED, That the preſent Situation of 
our public Afairs, in conſequence of the ſe- 
vere Proceedings againſt the American Colonies, 
is ſo exceedingly alarming, that it is the Duty of 
this Court, to uſe every poſſible Endeavour to pre- 
vent all further Oppreſſion, and to obtain Relief 
to ſo numerous and valuable a Part of ourF ellow. 


1 Subjects, 


: RESOLVED, That as a Bill ; is e to be 
brought into Parliament, to prohibit the Nets 
England F iſhery, which, if complied with, may 
materially injure the commercial Intereſts of this 
City, and of the Kingdom in general, the Lord 
Mayor be requeſted by this Court to convene the 
ſame, to confider, Whether it may not be the 
Duty of this Court to petition Parliament againſt 
the propoſed Bill, the Principles of which, ſo far 
as they have been hitherto declared, appear to be 
repugnant both to Juſtice and the true Intereſts 


91 the Britiſb Empire. 
1 WIL K E Sz 
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A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 


the Guildhall of the City of London, on 


Tueſday, the 2 1ſt Day of February, 1775. 


THE Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
laid before this Court a printed Copy of a Bill 


now. depending in the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, intituled, A Bill to reſtrain the 


Trade and Commerce of the Province of Maße 


ſachuſets Bay, and New Hampſhire, and Colonies | 


of Connecticut, and Rhode Iſland, and Providence 
Plantation, in North America, to Great Britain, 
Treland, and the Britiſh Iſlands in the Weſt Indies 
and to prohibit ſuch Provinces and Colonies Fon 
carrying on any Fiſhery on the Banks of Ner- 
foundland, or other Places therein to be mentioned, 
under certain Conditions, and. for a Time to be 
| limited ; * and the ſaid Bill was A: 


RESOLVED, That the Meaſures of Adm 


niftration reſpecting our F ellow- Subjects in 
America, adopted by the late Parliament, a 
to this Court in the higheſt Degree dangerous 
and alarming, and demand our moſt ſerious At- 
tention, 


RESOL VED, That as the Opinion of this. 


oer 8 already been yur fully and particu- 
| larly 


f 1 


Jarly Gerlabedl againſt an Act of the late Parlia- 
ment, intituled, An Act for the making more 
* effectual Proviſion for the Goicrnmene? of the 
« Province of Quebec, in North America.” We 
think it equally our Duty to bear Teſtimony alſo 
againſt four other Acts of the ſaid Parliament, 
which we eſteem highly injurious to our Fellow- 
Subjects in America, viz. An Act, intituled, 
« An Act for the better regulating the Govern- 
c ment of the Province of the Maſſachuſets Bay, 
in New England.“ And allo an Act, intituled, 
An Act for the impartial Adminiſtration of 
“ Tuſtice, in the Caſes of Perſons queſtioned for 
ce any Acts done by them, in the Execution of the 
« Law, or for the Suppreſſion of Riots and Tu- 
* mults in the Province of the Maſſachuſets Bay, 
% in New England.” Aud alſo an Act, intituled, 
| © An Act to diſcontinue, in ſuch Manner and for 
% ſuch Time as are therein mentioned, the land- 
ing and diſcharging, lading or ſhipping of 
| «© Goods, Wares and Merchandizes, at the 
“Town, and within the Harbour of Baſton, in 
the Province of Maſſachuſets Bay, in North 
« {zerica.” And alſo an Act, intituled, * An 
Act for the better providing ſuitable Quarters 
« for Officers and Soldiers in his Majeſty's Service 
« in North America.” They appearing to this 
Court, to be not only contrary to many of the 
| fundamental Principles of the Eng/i/h Conſtitu- 
* and moſt eſſential Rights of the Subject, 
E 2 = but 


but alfo apparently inconſiſtent with natural 
Juſtice and Equity, and we are therefore of Opi- 
nion, that our Fellow-Subjects, the Americaus, 
are juſtified in every conſtitutional Oppoſition 
to the ſaid Act. 


A Motion was made, and Queſtion put, That 
the Bill depending in Parliament, intituled, A 
« Bill to reſtrain the Trade and Commerce of the 
« Province of Maſſachuſets Bay, &c.“ be referred 
to a Committee, to conſider, whether there are 
any Parts thereof which may be proper for this. 
Court to oppoſe, and report the fame to this 
Court, on Thurſday Morning next ; the ſame was 
unanimouſly reſolved in the Affirmative, and 3 


Committee was appointed accordingly. 


WILKES, 


1 % J 
WI L K E S Mayer. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Thurſday, the 23d Day of February, 177 5. 


T HE Committee, appointed by this Court, the 
twenty- -firſt Inſtant, to conſider whether there 
are any Parts in the Bill depending in Parlia- 
ment, intituled, „* A Bill to reſtrain the Trade 


and Commerce of the Province of Maſſachuſets 


[| - Bay, and New Hampſhire, &c. ” which may be 
proper for this Court to oppoſe, did this Day 
deliver into this Court, a Report in Writing, 

under their Hands, which was read in theſe 


Words: 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Commons of the City of London, 
in Common Council aſſembled. 


WE, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
your Committee, appointed by this Honourable 
Court the twenty-firſt Inſtant, to conſider whe- 
ther there are any Parts in the Bill depending in 
Parliament, intituled, A Bill to reſtrain the 
« Trade and Commerce of the Province of 
«© Maſſachuſets Bay, and New Hampſhire, &c.“ 
which may be proper for this Court to oppoſe, 
EE - and 


Ez 
and to report the ſame to this Court; on 
this Morning: Do humbly Certify, that 
we have met for that Purpoſe, and having 
had the ſaid Bill ſeveral Times read and duly 
conſidered the ſame, are of Opinion, that the fol- 
Towing Parts in the ſaid Bill, may be proper for 
this Court to oppoſe. 


I. So much of the Principles of the ſaid 
Bill as prohibit ſuch Provinces and Colonies 
for carrying on any Fiſhery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, or other Places therein to be men- 
tioned, under certain Conditions, and for a 
Time to be limited. 


II. Page 5, Clauſe 10. Whereby the North 
Americans are reſtrained from importing Wine, 
Salt, &c. except Horſes, Victuals and Linen 
Cloth, the Produce and Manufacture of Ireland, 
im ported directly from thence, 


II. Page 5, Clauſe 11. Becauſe it gives a 
Power to hls Majeſty's Officers by Land and Sea, 
to licence Smuggling. 


IV. Page 6, Clauſe 13. Becauſe it prevents 
any Subject of Great Britain, and Ireland, or any 
different Province, from being Part Owners of any 
American Ship or Veſſel, allowed by the ſaid Act, 
to carry on the Fiſhery. 


V. 


V. Page 8, Clauſe 18. Becauſe it veſts an uns 
due Authority in the Governor and Council of 


Maſſachuſets Bay, over the Provinces therein men- 


tioned ; all which we ſubmit to this Honourable 
Court, this 23d Day of Fepruarys 1775: 


William Hurford, Frederick Bull; 
Thomas Hyde, John Sawbridge; 
James Sharp, Kichard Oliver, 
Edward Tutet ' George Bellas, 
Thomas Harriſon, - William Saxby, 
William Stone. | L. a 


8 a Motion being i and Queſtion put; 
That this Court doth agree with the Committee 


in their ſaid Report, the ſame was reſolved in 


ta Affirmative, 


* 


Another Motion was made, and Queſtion put, 
That it be referred to the Committee to withdraw. 


immediately to draw up a Petition to the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons againſt the ſaid Bill; 
the ſame was reſolved in the Affirmative —» 


And the ſaid Committee withdrew 1 
and returning again into Court, preſented a Draft 
of a Petition by them prepared, which being 


twice read, and ſome Amendments made thereto, 


was unanimouſly agreed to, in the following 


Words. | 5 
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7 9 the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, 
in Parliament alſembied. 


The humble neden of the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of the City of 
London, in Common Council aſſembled. 


Sheweth, 

THAT although your Petitioners bear all due 
Reſpect to the Policy of thoſe Acts of Parlia- 
ment which have antiently preſerved to Great 
Britain, a neceſſary and beneficial Share of Com- 
merce with our Colonies, yet they are exceedingly 
alarmed af the Conſequences that muſt enſue, if 
the Bill nowdepending in this Honourable Houſe, 
ſhould pals into a Law, intituled, “A Bill to re- 
5 ſtrain the Trade and Commerce of Maſſachuſels 
„% Hay and New Hampſhire, and Colonics of 
% Cornet cut and Rhode Maud, and Providence 
% Plantation in North America, to Great Britain, 
« Hrelgud, and the Britifh Iſles in the Meſt Indies, 
* and to prohibit ſuch Provinces and Colonies 
ang carrying on any Fiſhery on the Banks 
© of Newfound/and, or other Places therein to be 
mentioned, under certain Conditions, and for 
* a Time to be limited;” the ſaid Bill, as your 
Petitioners conceive, being unjuftly founded, be- 
caule it involves the Whole in the Puniſhment 
intended for the ſuppoſed Offence of a few. 

8 That 
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That it muſt, in its Conſequences, overwhelm 
Thouſands of his Majeſty's Subjects with the ut- 
molt Poverty and Diſtreſs, inaſmuch as they will 
be thereby deprived of the Fitheries which are the 
natural Means of ſupporting themſelves and Fa- 
milics. 


That the extenſive Commerce between Great 
Britain and her Colonies, will, by this Bill, be 
greatly injured, as a capital Source of Remittance 


will be ſtopped, which will not only diſconnecrt 


the future commercial Intercourſe between thoſe 
Colonies and this Country, but it will eventually 
render them incapable of paying the large Debts 
alrcady due to the Merchants of this City. 


That the utmoſt Confuſion will probably en- 
ſue from enforcing this Bill, if paſitd into a Law, 
as it cannot be ſuppoſed that a great Number of 
Men, naturally hardy and brave, will quictly ſub- 
mit to a Law, which will reduce them to almoſt 
Famine, they not having within themſelves Pro- 
viſions ſufficient for their Subſiſtence. 


That it will induce the Hercb to extend their 
Fiſheries, and by that Means encreaſe the Wealth 


and Strength of our Rivals in Trade, to the great 


Prejudice of this Country. 


That 
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That your Petitioners feel for the many Hard- 
ſhips which their Fellow- Subjects in America al- 
ready labour under, from the Execution of ſeve- 
ral late Acts of Parliament, evidently partial and 
oppreſſive, and which ſeem to be extended and 
continued by this Bill, inaſmuch as it confirms 
thoſe Acts, which in particular Caſes deprive the 
American Subject of Trial by Jury; prohibits the 
Inhabitants from carrying Proviſion from one 
Colony to another; invites a contraband Trade 
under Military Protections, prevents any Subject 

of Great Britain or Ireland, from being Part 
Owner of certain American Ships or Veſſels; and 
veſts an undue and dangerous Authority in the 
Governor and Council of Maſſachuſets Bay. 


Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray 
this Honourable Houſe, that the tfaid 


Bill may not paſs into a Law. 


'WILKES, 


( 75 J 
WILKES, Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Tueſday, the 14th Day of March, 1775. 


The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor ac- 
quainted this Court, that he had called them 
together, to conſider of a Petition to the Houſe 
of Lords, againſt a Bill now depending, inti- 
tuled, © An Act to reſtrain the Trade and 

Commerce of the Province of Maſſachuſets 
Bay, &c.” and a Motion being made, and 
Queſtion put, That this Court doth agree to 
petition the Right Honourable the Houſe of 
Lords againſt the ſaid Bill, the ſame was reſolved 
inthe Affirmative; which Petition is as follows: 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, in Parliament aſſembl:d. 


The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Commons of the City of London, in 
Common Council aſſembled. 


Sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners conceive, that the 
Bill now depending in this Honourable Houte, 
intituled, An Act to reſtrain the Trade and 
t© Commerce of the Province of Maſſachuſets Bay, 
and New Hampſhire, and Colonies of Connecticut, 

5 „ and 
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ce and Rhode Tfland, and Providence Plantation; 
in North America, to Great Britain, Ireland, 
e and the Brizz Hands in the Meſt Indies; and 
© to prohibit ſuch Provinces and Colonics from 
* carrying on any Fiſhery on the Banks of New- 
oF © fourdland, or other Places therein mentioned, 


& under certain Conditions and Limitations;” will, 
if paſted into a Law, be of moſt pernicious Teh- 


deney, and dangerous in its Conſequence to the 


Intereſt and Commerce both of Great Britain and 
her Colonies. 


Your Petitioners humbly apprehend, that if 
the ſaid Bill ſhould be paſſed into a Law, the 
trading Veſlels of his Majeſty's Subjects will be 
in a moſt unconſtitutional Manner, ſubjected to 
the Diſcretion and Controul of Military Power, 
and that the general Principles of the ſaid Bill, are 
repugnant to Equity and the Rights of pritijh 

Subjects, 


Your Petitioners apprehend, that the Deſign 
of the ſaid Bill, to deprive the Inhabitants of 
Maſſachuſets Bay, and New Hampſhire, and 
Colonies of Connecticut, and Rhode Ifland, and 
Providence Plantation, in North America, of the 
Liberty of Fiſhing on the Banks of Newfound- 
land, is contrary to every Principle of Humanity 
and Policy; that it is highly injurious to our 
North American Fellow-Subjc&ts, and prohibits 
the moſt beneficial Means of carrying on the New. 

Jcunalaud 
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fouudland Fiſhery; a Trade affording to this 
Country the greateſt commercial Advantages ; | 
and the faid Bill tends to throw that important 
Fiſhery into the Hands of a powerful commercial 
Rival, for whom a careful and eſpecial Proviſion 
is made by this Bill, whilſt common Juſtice is 
denicd to Britiſh Subjects, Ss 


Your Petitioners further apprehend, that leay- 
ing the Operation or Suſpenſion of an Act of Par- 
liament to depend on the Diſcretion of any 
Governor, is a moſt alarming Violation of the 
Principles of the Brit Conſtitution, and though 

there hath been an Inſtance of this in ſome late 
Acts, yet your Petitioners conceive it to be highly 
unwarrantable and dangerous, 


* Your Petitioners humbly e that if 
5 ſaid Bill ſhould pats into a Law, it can have 
no other Effect than to widen that unhappy 
Breach, which now ſubſiſts between the Colonies 
and the Mother Country, and may therefore be 
productive of the moſt dangerous Conſequences 
to both. 


The ſupreme legiſlative Authority of this free 
Country, cannot be founded on arbitrary Power, 
but is itſelf limited to preſerve the Conſtitu- 
tional Rights of every Part of the Brizifh Empire. 


The American Colonies have contributed ineſ- 
timable Benefits to this Country, becauſe they 
derive 
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derive from the Conſtitution of England, and 


have participated with us the Enjoyments of free 


Subjects, reſtricted only by wiſe Regulations 
of Trade, from which Ireland and America have 
promoted the general Proſperity of the Br:i7:/þ 
Empire, and thence received the Protection of 
Great Britain. And your Petitioners preſume to 
add, that oppreſſive Meaſures reſpecting the 
Colonies, muſt eventually be highly pernicious 
to Great Britain, which has been brought to its 
preſent Dignity and Splendour by the Freedom of 
its Conſtitution, and its Adherence to Equity and 
Humanity, but may be reduced to Deſtruction b 
Meaſures founded on Injuſtice and Deſpotiſm. 


Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that the ſaid Bill may not paſs into a Law, 


WILKES, 
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WI L. MS S, Mayor. 


In a Meeting or Aſſembly of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Liverymen of the ſeveral 


Companies of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Hall aſſembled, at the Gailaball of the 
ſaid City, on Wedneſday, the 5th 9 of 


April, 1775. 


A Motion was made, and Queſtion put, That 
an humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Pe- 
tition, be preſented to his Majeſty, from the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the 
City of London, in Common Hall aſſembled, 
againſt the Meaſures adopted with reſpect to 
America, the ſame was reſolved in the Affirma- 
tive; and an humble Addreſs, Kemonſtrance, 
and Petition to his Majeſty being preſented, a 
Motion was made, that the fame be read, and 
the Queſtion being put, it was reſolved in the 
Affirmative, whereupon the ſame was read as 
. 4 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Pe- 
tition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Livery of the City of London, in Common Hall 
aſſembled. 

WE, 
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VME, your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the 
City of London, beg Leave to approach the 
Throne, and to declare our Abhorrence of the 
Meaſures which have been purſued and are now 
purſuingto the Oppreſſion of our Fellow. Subjects 
in America; theſe Meaſures are big with all the 
Conſequences which can alarm a free and com- 
mercial People. A deep, and perhaps fatal 
Wound to Commerce; the Ruin of Manufactures; 

the Diminution of the Revenue; and conſequent 


Increaſe of Taxes; the Alienation of the Colonies, 
and the Blood of your Majeſty's Subjects. 


But your Petitioners look with leſs Horror at 
the Conſequences than at the Purpoſe of theſe 
Meaſures z; not deceived by the ſpecious Artifice 
of calling Deſpotiſm Dignity, they plainly 
perceive that the real Purpoſe is to eſtabliſh Are 
bitrary Power over all America. 


Your Petitioners conceive the Liberties'of the 
whole to be inevitably connected with thoſe of 
every Fart of an Empire, founded on the common 
Rights of Mankind; they cannot therefore ob- 


ſerve, without the greateſt Concern and Alarm, 


the Conſtitution fundamentally violated, in any 


Part of your Majeſty's Dominion; They eſteem 


it an eſſential, unalterable Principle of Liberty, 
the Source and Security of all Conſtitutional 
Rights, that no Part of the Dominion can be 

taxed 
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taxed without being repreſented. Upon this 
great leading Principle, they moſt ardently wiſh 
to ſee their Fellow-Subjects in America fecured in 
what their humble Petition to your Majeſty prays 
for, Peace, Liberty and Safety. Subordination 
in Commerce, under which the Colonies e 
always chearfully acquieſced, is, they conceive, 
all that this Country ought in Juſtice to require; 
from this Subordination, ſuch Advantages flow, 
by all the Profits of their Commerce centering 
here, as fully compenſate this Nation for the Ex- 
pence incurred, to which they alſo contribute in 
Men and Money for their Defence and Protection 
during a general War; and in their Provincial 
Wars, they have manifeſted their Readineſs and 
Reſolution to defend themſelves ; to require more 
of them would, for this Reaſon, derogate from 
the Juſtice and Magnanimity which have been 
hitherto the Pride and Character of this Country. 


It is therefore, with the deepeſt Concern, 
that we have ſeen the ſacred Security of Repre- 
ſentation in their Aſſemblies wreſted from them; 
the Trial by Jury aboliſhed; and the odious 
Powers of Exciſe extended to allCaſes of Revenue; 
the Sanctuary of their Houſes laid open to Vio- 
lation at the Will and Pleaſure of every Officer 
and Servant in the Cuſtoms ; the Diſpenſation of 
Juſtice corrupted, by rendering their Judges de- 
pendant, for their Seats and Salaries, on the Will 
of the Crown; — and Life rendered pre- 
H carious, 
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carious, by ſubjecting them to be dragged over 
the Ocean, and tried for Treaſon or Felony here, 
where the Diſtance making it impoſſible for the 
moſt Guiltleſs to maintain his Innocence, muſt 


deliver him up a Victim to miniſterial Vengeance: 


Soldiers and others in America, have been inſtigated 
to ihed the Blood of the People, by eſtabliſhing a 
Mode of Trial which holds out Impunity for ſuch 


Murder: The Capital of New England has been 


punithed with unexampled Rigour, untried and 
unheard ; involving the Innocent and the Suſ- 
pected in one common and inhumen Calamity ; 
chartered Rights have been taken away without 


any Forfeiture proved, in order to deprive the 


People of every legal Exertion againſt Tyranny of 
their Rulers. The Habeas Corpus Act, and 


Trial by Jury have been ſuppreſſed, and French 


deſpotic Government, with the Roman Catholic 
Religion, have been eſtabliſhed by Law, over 
an extenfive Part of your Majeſty's Dominions 


in America: Dutiful Petitions for Redreſs of 
theſe Grievances, from all your Majelty's American 
Subjects have been fruitleſs, | 


To fill up the Meaſure of theſe Oppreſſions, 


an Army has been lent to enforce them; ſuper- 
added to this, Mcaſurcs are now planned upon 
the moſt mercileis Policy of ſtarving our Fellow- 
Subjects into a total Surrender of their Liberties, 
-and an unlimited Submiſſion to arbitrary .Go- 
vernment. = 


Theſe 
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Theſe Grievances have driven your Majeſty's | 
faithful Subjects to Deſpair; and compelled them 


to have Recourſe to that Reſiſtance, which is juſti- 
: fied by the great Principles of the Conſtitution ; 
actuated by which, at the glorious Period of the 


Revolution, our Anceſtors transferred the Impe- 


rial Crown of theſe Realms, from the popith 
and tyrannic Race of the Stuarts, to the illuſtri- 
ous and Proteſtant Houſe of Brunſwick: 


Your Petitioners are perſuaded that theſe Mea- 
ſures originate 1n the ſecret Advice of Men, who 
are Enemies equally to your Majeſty's Title and 
the Liberties of your People ; that your Majeſty's 
Miniſters carry them into Execution, by the ſame 


faral Corruption which has enabled them to 


wound the Peace and violate the Conſtitution of 
this Country; thus they poiſon the Fountain of 
public Security, and render that Body, which 
ſhould be the Guardian of Liberty, a formidable 
Inſtrument of arbitrary Power. 


Your Petitioners do therefore, moſt earneſtly 
beſeech your Majeſty, to diſmiſs immediately, and 


for ever from your Councils, theſe Miniſters and 


Adviſers, as the firſt Step towards a full Redreſs 
of thoſe Grievances which alarm and afflict your 
whole People; ſo ſhall Peace and Commerce be 
_ reſtored, and the Confidence and Affection of all 
your Majeſty's Subjects, be the ſolid Suppan 
of your Throne. 


F 2 His 
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His Majeſty's Aufever to the ſaid Addreſs: 


IT is with the utmoſt Aſtoniſhment, that I find 
any of my Subjects capable of encouraging the 
rebellious Diſpoſition which unhappily exiſts in 
ſome of my Colonies in North America. Having 
entire Confidence in the Wiſdom of my Parlia- 
ment, the great Council of the Nation, I will 
ſteadily purſue thoſe Meaſures which they have 
recommended for the Support of the Conſtituti- 
onal Rights of Great Britain, and the Protection | 
of the comercial Intereſts of my Kingdoms. 


WII k ES, 
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A Common Council holden in the Chamber 
of the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Friday, the 23d Day of June, 1775, and in 
the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of King 
GEORGE the Third, of Great Britain, &c, 


The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, having 
received a Letter from the General Committee 
of Aſſociation for the City and County of New- 
York, addreſſed to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, and Common 
Council of the City of Londen, his Lordſhip 
delivered the ſame into this Court, and it was 
read as follows: | 


gennen CHAMBER, 
New-York, ae 55 775. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 

DISTINGUISHED as you are, by your noble 

Exertions in the Cauſe of Liberty, and deeply in- 

tereſted in the expiring Commerce of the Em- 

pire; you neceſſarily command the moſt reſpect. 

ful Attention, The General Committee of Aſſo- 
”"— ciation 
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ciation for the City and County of New-7ort, 
beg Leave therefore to addreſs you, and the 
Capital of the Britiſb Empire, through its Magit- 
trates, on the Subject of American Wrongs. Born 
to the bright Inheritance of Eugliſb Freedom, the 
Inhabitants of this extenſive Continent, can never 
ſubmit to the ignominious Yoke, nor move in 
the galling Fetters of Slavery. The Diſpoſal of 
their own Property with perfect Spontaneity, and 
in a Manner wholly diveſted of every Appear- 
ance of Conſtraint, is their indefeafible Birthright. 
This exalted Bleſſing they are reſolutely deter- 
mined to defend with their Blood, and transfer 1 it 
uncontaminated t to their . 


You will not then wonder at their early Jea- 
louſy of the Deſign to erect in this Land of Li- 
berty, a Deſpotiſm ſcarcely to he paralleled in 
the Pages of Antiquity, or the Volumes of mo- 
dern Times; a Deſpotiſm, conſiſting i in Power aſ- 
ſumed by the Repreſentatives of a Part of his 
Majeſty's Subjects, at their ſovereign Will and 
Pleaſure to ſtrip the reſt of their Property. And 
what are the Engines of Adminiſtration to exe- 
cute this deſtructive Project? The Duty on Tea; 


oppreſſive Reſtraints on the Commerce of the - 


Colonies ; the Blockade of the Port of Boſton ; the 
Change a internal Police in the Maſſachuſets Bay 
and Quebec; the Eſtabliſhment of Popery in the 
latter; the Extenſion of its Bounds ; the Ruin 


of 
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of our Iadian Commerce, by Regulations calcu- 
lated to aggrandize that arbitrary Government; 
unconſtitutional Admiralty Juriſdictions through- 
out the Colonies; the Invaſion of our Right to a 
Trial in the moſt capital Caſes by a Jury of the 
Vicinage; the horrid Contrivance to fcreen from, 
Puniſhment the bloody Executioners of miniſte- 
rial Vengeance; and, not to mention the reſt of 
the black Catalogue of our Grievances, the 

hoſtile Operations of an Army, who have already 
| ſhed the Blood of our Countrymen. The Strug- 
gles excited by the deteſtable Stamp Act, have 
ſo lately demonſtrated to the World that Americans 
will not be Slaves, that we ſtand aſtoniſhed at 
the groſs Impolicy of the Miniſter. Recent 
Experience had evinced, that the Poſſeſſors of 
this extenſive Continent would never ſubmit to a 
Tax by Pretext of legiſlative Authority in 
Britain: Diſguiſe therefore became the Expedi- 
ent. In purſuit of the ſame End, Parliament de- 
clared their abſolute Supremacy over the Colonies, 
and have already endeavoured to exerciſe that 
Supremacy in attempting to raiſe a Revenue, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of providing for their 
good Government and Defence. Adminiſtration, 
to exhibit a Degree of Moderation, purely oſten- 
ſible and deluſory, while they withdrew their 
Hands from .our moſt neceſſary Articles of Im- 
portation, determined with an eager Graſp to hold 
the Duty on Tea, as a Badge of their taxative 
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Power. Zealous on our Part for an indiſſoluble 


Union with the Parent State, ſtudious to pro- 
mote the Glory and Happineſi of the Empire, 


impreſſed with a juſt Senſe of the Neceſſity of a 
controuling Authority to regulate and harmonize 
the diſcordant commercial Intereſts of its various 


Parts; we chearfully ſubmit to a Regulation of 
Commerce by the Legiſlature of the Parent State, 
excluding i in its Nature every Idea of Taxation. 


Whither, therefore, the preſent Machinations 
of arbitrary Power intallibly tend, you may eafily 
judge; if unremitedly purſued, as they were in- 
humanly deviſed, they will, by a fatal Neceſſity, 
terminate in a total Diſſolution of the Empire. 


The Subjects of this Contr will not, we 
truſt, be deceived by any Meaſures conciliatory 
in Appearance, while it is evident that the Mi- 
niſter aims at a ſolid Revenue to be raiſed by 
grievous and oppreſſive Acts of Parliament; and 


by Fleets and Armies employed to enforce their 


Execution. They neyer will, we believe, ſub- 
mit to an Auction in the Colonies for the more ef- 
fectual Augmentation of the Revenue, by holding 


it up as a Temptation to them that the higheſt 


Bidders ſhall enjoy the greateſt Share of govern- 


mental Favour. This Plan, as it would Send to 


ſow the Seeds of Diſcord, would be far more dan- 
gerous than hoſtile Force; in which we hope the 


King' 8 Troops will ever be, as they have already 
been; 


K 

been, unſucceſsful. Inſtead of thoſe unuſual, extra- 
ordinary and unconſtitutional Modes of procuring 
Levies from the Subject, ſhould his Majeſty 
graciouſly be pleaſed, upon ſuitable Emergencies, 
to make Requiſitions in ancient Form, the Co- 
lonies have expreſſed their Willingneſs to contri- 
bute to the Support of the E but to con- 
tribute of their voluntary Gift as Engliſhmen : 
And when our unexampled Grievances are re- 
drefled, our Prince will find his American Subjects 
teſtifying, on all proper Occaſions, by ample 
Aids as their Circumſtances will permit, the moſt 
_ unſhaken Fidelity to their Sovereign, and inviol- 
able Attachment to the Welfare of his Realm 
and Dominions. Permit us further to aſſure you, 
that America is grown ſo irritable by Oppreſſion, 
that the leaſt Shock, in any Part, 1s by the moſt 
powerful and ſympathetic Aﬀection, inſtantane- 
_ ouſly felt through the whole Continent. That 

Penhylvania, Maryland, and New-York, have al- | 
ready ſtopped their Exports to the Fiſhing Iflands, 
and thoſe Colonies, which, at this dangerous 
Juncture have refuſed to unite with their Brethren 
in the common Caule; and all Supplies to the 
Navy and Army at Boſton; and that probably the 
Day is at Hand when our Continental Congreſs 
will totally ſhut up our Ports. The Minions of 
Power here may now inform Adminiſtration, if 
they can ever ſpeak the Language of Truth, 


that this City is as one Man in the Cauſe of 
Liberty: 
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Liberty; that to this End, our Inhabitants are 
almoſt unanimouſly bound by the encloſed Affo- 
ciation ; that it is continually advancing to Per- 
fection by additional Subſcriptions; that they 
are reſolutely bent on ſupporting their Committee, 
and the intended Provincial and Continental Con- 
greſſes; that there is not the leaſt Doubt of the 
Efficacy of their Example in the other Counties; 
in ſhort, that while the whole Continent are ar- 
dently wiſhing for Peace, on ſuch Terms as can be 
acceded to by Engliſhmen, they are indefatigable 
in preparing for the laſt Appeal: That ſuch 
are the Language and Conduct of our Fellow- 
Citizens, will be further manifeited by a Repre- 
ſentation of the Lieutenant Governor and Council, 
of the firſt Inſtant, to General Gage, at Baſton, 


and to his Majeſty's Miniſters, by the Packet. 


Aſſure yourſelves, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
that we ſpeak the real Sentiments of the confede- 
rated Colonies on the Continent, from Nova Scotia 
to Georgia, when we declare, that all the Horrors 
of a Civil War will never compel America to ſub- 
mit to Taxation by Authority of Parliament, 


A ſincere Regard to the Public Weal, and the 
_ Cauſe of Humanity; an hearty Defire to ſpare 
the further Effuſion of Human Blood; our Loyalty 
to our Prince, and the Love we bear to all our 
Fellow-Subje&ts in his Majeſty's Realm and 
Dominions 3 a full Conviction of the warmeſt At- 
tachment 
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tachment in the Capital of the Empire to the 
Cauſe of Juſtice and Liberty, have induced us to 


| addreſs you on this momentous Subject; confi- 


dent that the ſame cogent Motives will induce 
the moſt vigorous Exertions of the City of London, 
to reſtore Union, mutual Confidence and Peace 


to the whole Empire. 


Wie have the Honor to be, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Obedient and | 
Affectionate Fellow - Subjects 
And Fame Ser vants, 


Iſaac Rooſevelt 
Gabriel H. Ludlow 
Wm. Walton 

Daniel Phoenix 
Fredk. Jay 

Samuel Broome 

John de Lancey 
Alexander M*<Douga!l 
John Reade ; 
Joſeph Bull 


| George Janeway 


John White 

Gab. W. Ludlow 
John Laſher 
Theophilus Anthony 
Thomas Smith 
Richard Yates 


| 


t 


Thae Low, Chairman, 
John Jay 


Fran. Lewis 


John Aliop 

Phil. Livingſton - 
Ja. Duane 

G. Duyckrorck 
Wm. Seton 
William W. Ludlow 


I. Cornelius Clopper 
Abrm. Brinckerhoff 
| Henry Remſen 


Robert Ray 


| Evert Bancker _ 


Joſeph Totten 
Abm. P. Lott 
David Beckman 
Oliver 
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Wm. 


W,. Gilbert 
Daniel Dunſcomb 
John Lamb. 
Richard Sharpe 


Ino. Moringſcott 


Jacob Vanvoorhis 
Comfort Sands 


Edward Fleming 
Lancaſter Burling 


Benjn. Kiſſam 
Jacobs. Lefferts 
Antho. Vandam 
Abraham Walton 
Thomas Randall 
Aug. V, Horne 

Ab. Duryee 

Saml. Verplanck 
Rudo! while Ritzeman 
John Morton 


Joſeph Hallett 


Hamilton Young 
Peter Goelet 

Gerret Kitettas 
Thomas Buchanan, 
James Deſbrofles, jun. 


Petrus Byvanck 


Lawrence Embree. 
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Jacobus Van Zandt 
Jeremiah Platt 

Peter S. Curtenius 

Robert Benſon 

Abraham Braſher 
Leonard Liſpenard 
Thomas Marſtory 
Nicholas Hoffman : 


iP +. Livingſton 


Lewis Pintard 

Jno. Imlay 

Eleazar Millar, Jun, 
Jno. Broom 

Ino. B. Moore 
Nicholas Bogert 
John Anthony 
Victor Bicker 
William Goforth 


Hercules Mulligan 


Nicholas Rooſevelt 
Corns. P. Low 
Frans. Baflett 

James Beekman 
Thomas Ivers 


William Denning 


John Berrien 


Benja, Flelme 


To the Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR, 


The ALDERMEN, and COMMON 
COUNCHTL, 
Of the City of LONDON, 
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Neo. Tors, April 29, 1778. 


A General Aſſociation, agreed to, and ſub- 
ſcribed by the Freeholders, Freemen, and 
Inhabitants of the OY and SY of New- 


York, 


ERSUADED, that the Salvation of the 


- Rights and Liberties of America, depends, 
under God, on the firm Union of its Inhabitants 
in a vigorous Proſecution of the Meaſures neceſ- 
{ary for its Safety; and convinced of the Neceſſity 
of preventing the Anarchy and Confuſion, which 
attend a Diſſolution of the Powers of Govern- 
ment, We, the Freemen, Freeholders, and In- 
habitants of the City and County of New-York, 
being greatly alarmed at the avowed Deſign of 
the Miniſtry, to raiſe a Revenue in America; and, 
ſhocked by the bloody Scene, now acting in the 
Maſſachuſets Bay, DO, in the moſt Glory Man- 
ner reſolve, never to become Slaves; and do aſ- 
ſociate under all the Ties of Religion, Honor, 
and Love to our Country, to adopt and endeavour 
to carry into Execution, whatever Meaſures may 
be recommended by the Continental Congreſs, or 


reſolved upon by our Provincial Convention, 


for 


"If 4 4 


for the Purpoſe of preſerving our Conſtitution, 
and oppoſing the Execution of the ſeveral arbi- 
trary and oppreſſive Acts of the Britiſh Parliament; 


until a Reconciliation between Great Britain 


and America, on conſtitutional Principles, 
(which we moſt ardently defire) can be ob- 
tained : And that we will, in all Things follow 


the Advice of our General Committee, reſpecting 
the Purpoſes aforeſaid, the Preſervation of Peace 
and good Order, and the . of Individuals, 


and private Property. 


Dated in New-7ork, April and May, 1775. 


WILKE s, 


WILKES, Major. 


At a Meeting of the Livery of Londen, in Com- 
mon Hall aſſembled, on Saturday, the 24th 
of Zune, 1775. 


T be Right Honourable the Lord Mayor reported, 
that be had received a Letter from the Right 
8 the Earl of Hertford, Lord Cham- 
berlain to his Majeſty, and that his Lordſhip 
had returned an Anſwer thereto; both of 
which were read. 


Ay Lord, 
THE King has directed me to give Notice, 
that for the future, his Majeſty will not receive, 
on the Throne, any Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and 
Petition, but from the Body . of the 
. 


1, therefore, acquaint your Lordſhip with it, 
as Chicf Magiſtrate of the City, and have the Ho- 
nor to be, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 


 Grofoenor-ſtreet, 
_ Ll, 1775 


HERTFORD, 


The Right Hon. Fotn Wilkes, 
Lord Mayor of the City of London. 


Man- 
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Manſion-Bouſe, May 2, 1775. 
My Lord; 

IT is impoſſible for me to expreſs, or conceal | 
the extreme Aſtoniſhment and Grief I felt at the 
Notice your Lordſhip's Letter gave me, as Chief 
Magiſtrate of the City, That, for the future, 
cc his Majeſty will not receive on the Throne, any 
< Addreſs, Remonſtrance, and Petition, but from 
e the Body Corporate of the City.” 


I entreat your Lordſhip to lay me, with all 
Humility, at the King's Feet; and as I have now 
the Honor to be Chief Magiſtrate, in my Name, 
to ſupplicate his Majeſty's Juſtice and Goodneſs, 
in Behalf of the Livery of London, that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to revoke an Order, highly 
injurious to their Rights and Privileges, which, 
in this Inſtance, have been conſtantly reſpected, 
and carefully preſerved by all his Royal Predeceſ- 
ſors. The Livery of London, my Lord, have ap- 
proved themſelves the zealous Friends of Liberty, 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion. They have ftea- 


dily purſued only thoſe Meaſures, which wete 


calculated to ſecure the free Conſtitution of this 
Country, and this your Lordſhip well knows, 
has created them the Hatred of all the Partiſans 
of the exiled and profcribed Family. They form 


the great and powerful Body of the Corporation, 


IN 


8 


E 
in whom moſt important Powers are veſted, the 
Election of the firſt Magiſtrate, the Sheriffs, the 
Chamberlain, the Auditors of the Receipt and 
Expenditure of their Revenues, and of the four 
Members who repreſent in Parliament the Capi- 
tal of this vaſt Empire. The full Body Corpo- 
rate never aſſemble, nor could they legally act to- 


gether as one great aggregate Body; for, by the 


Conſtitution of the City, particular and diſtinct 
Privileges are reſerved to the various Members of 
the Corporation, to the Freemen, to the Livery- 
men, to the Common Council, to the Court of 
Aldermen. His Majeſty's Solicitor General, Mr. 
Wedderburn, was conſulted by the City in the 
Year 1771, reſpecting the Legality of Common 


Halls and the Remonſtrances of the Livery, in 


Conjunction with Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Mr. Dun- 
ning, and Mr. Nugent, he gave an Opinion, 
which I have the Honor of tranſcribing from our 
Records. Y 


« We apprehend, that the Head Officer of 
ce every Corporation may convene the Body, or 
* any Claſs of it, whenever he thinks proper; 
* that the Lord Mayor, for the Time being, 
«© may, of his own een legally call a Com- 
« mon Hall, and 2 hee no legal Ojection to his 
calling the two laſt; we conceive it to be the 
hey: Duty of the proper Officers of the ſeveral Com- 
< panics, to whom Precepts, for the Purpoſe of 

G c ſummoning 
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& fummoning their reſpective Liveries have been 


& uſually directed, to execute thoſe Precepts ; : 
6 and that a wilful Refuſal on their Part is an Of- 


4 fence, puniſhable by Disfranchiſement.” 


The City, my Lord, have been careful, that 
all their Proceedings ſhould be grounded on the 
true Principles of Law and the Conſtitution, 
Notwithſtanding it is the clear Right of the Sub- 
ject to petition the King for the Redreſs of Grie- 
vances; a Right, which ſo many Thouſands of 


our Fellow - Subjects, my Lord, have juſtly thought 


it their Duty, very frequently to exerciſe in the 
laſt ten Vears; yet the City, from Exceſs of 
Caution, took à great legal Opinion in the 9 
and Id. xks following Words entered in their 
Journals, by:the expreſs Order of the Common 


Hall. 


« The e of London, legally aſſembled in 
© Common Hall, cither on Midſummer, Michael- 
& mas, or any other Day, have an undoubted 
Right to take into Conſideration, any Matter 
* of public Grievance they may think proper. I 


te is beyond Diſpute, that the Right is inherent in 


& hem. A Jury have likewiſe declared this in a 


folemn Verdict. I have been thus particular, 
my Lord, on this Subject, from our Records, 


becauſe I differ in one Point from the laſt Opi- 


nion, which I quoted, for I know there is no 


Right or Privilege of this free People, or of Man- 
Kind, 


WO } 
kind, but what has been di/puted, and even deni- 


ed, by penſioned Pens and Tongues in the Service 
of the arbitrary Miniſters of arbitrary Kings. 


Your Lordſhip, I am ſure, will now no longer 
ſulfer a Doubt to remain in your Mind, as to the 
Legality of Common Halls, or of their extenſive 
Powers, and, therefore, I preſume to lay Claim, 
on Behalf of the Livery of London, to the 
antient Privilege of prefenting to the King on 
the Throne, any Addreſs, Petition, or Remon- 
ſtrance. In this Manner have the Addreſſes of 
the Livery conſtantly been received, both by his 
preſent Majeſty and all his Royal Predeceſſors, 
the Kings of England. On the moſt exact Re- 
ſearch, I do not find a ſingle Inſtance to the con- 
trary. This immemorial Uſage, in the Opinion 
of the ableſt Lawyers, gives an abſolute Right, 
and is as little ſubject to Controverſy, as any fair 
or juſt Prerogative of the Crown. Other Rights 
and Privileges of the City have been invaded by 
deſpotic Monarchs, by ſeveral of the accurſed Race 
of the Stuaris; but this in no Period of our Hiſto- 
ry. It has not even been brought into Queſtion 
till the preſent inauſpicious Ara, I have an entire 
Confidence, my Lord, that a Right left unin- 
vaded by every Tyrant of the Terquin Race, will 
be facredly preſerved under the Government of 
our preſent Sovereign, becauſe his Majeſty is per- 
fectly informed, that in conſequence of their Ex- 

G 2 pulſion, 
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pulſion, his Family was choſen to protect and 
defend the Rights of a free People, whom they 
endeavoured to enſlave. 


It cannot eſcape your Lordſhip's Recollection, 
that at all Times, when the Privileges of the Ca- 
pital were attacked, very fatal Conſequences en- 
ſued. The Invaſion of the Liberties of the Na- 
tion, we have generally ſcen preceded by 
Attempts on the Franchiſes of the firſt City in 
the Kingdom; and the Shock has ſpread from 
the Centre to the moſt diſtant Point of the Cir- 
cumference of this wide extended Empire. I 
hope his Majeſty's Goodneſs will revoke an Order, 
which might perhaps, in this Light, be confidered 
as ominous to the Citizens of this Metropolis. 
Such a Meaſure only could quiet the Alarm, 
which has already ſpread too far, and given 


gloomy Apprehenſions of Futurity. 


The Privilege, my Lord, for which I contend, 


is of a very great Moment, and peculiarly ſtrik- 


ing. When his Majeſty receives on the Throne 
any Addreſs, it is read by the proper Officer to 
the King in the Preſence of the Petitioners, 
They have the Satisfaction of knowing that their 
Sovereign! has heard their Con They 
receive an Anfr. If the ſame Addreſs is pre- 
ſented at a Levce, or in any other Mode, no An- 
ſwer is given. A Suipicion may ariſe that the 
Addreſs is never heard or read, becauſe it is only 

received, 
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received, and immediately delivered to the Lord 
in waiting. If he is tolerably verſed in the ſup- 
ple, inſinuating Arts, practiſed in the magic 
Circle of a Court, he will take Care never to 
remind his Prince of any diſagreeable and diſ- 
guſting, however important and wholeſome 
Truths. He will ſtrangle in its Birth the fair 
Offspring of Liberty, becauſe its Cries might 
awaken and alarm the Parent, and thus the com- 
mon Father of all his People may remain equally 
ignorant and unhappy in his moſt weighty Con- 


Cerns. 


Important Truths, my Lord, were the Foun- 
dation of the laſt humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance 
and Petition to the King, reſpecting our brave 
Fellow- Subjects in America, The Greatneſs, as 
well as Goodneſs of the Cauſe, and the Horrors 
of an approaching Civil War, juſtified our Ap- 
plication to the Throne. It comprehended every 
Thing intereſting to us as a free and commercial 
People, the firſt Principles of our common Li- 
berty, and the immenſe Advantages of the only 
Trade we enjoy unrivaled by other Nations. I 
greatly fear that your Lordſhip's Letter, imme- 
diately following his Majeſty's unfavourable An- 
ſwer to the 2338 will be conſidered as 
a freſh Mark of the King's Anger againſt our un- 
happy Brethren, as well as of his Diſpleaſure 
againſt all the faithful Citizens of his Capital. 


The Livery, poſſeſſing the pureſt Intentions, 
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the moſt noble and exalted Views for the public 
Good, will comfort themſelves with the Appeal 
of that Juſtice in the Sovereign's Heart, which 
cannot fail of ſoon reſtoring them to the Royal 
Favour; but the Americans may be driven to 
Peſpair, unleſs merciful Providence ſhould gra- 
ciouſly interpoſe, and change the obdurate Hearts 
of thoſe unjuſt and wicked Miniſters, who have 
been ſo long permitted, by divine Vengeance, to be 
a Scourge both to us and our Brethren. The 
true Friends of Liberty, I am ſure, will not be 
remiſs in their Duty. I doubt not, my Lord, 
from that Love of your Country, and Zeal for 
his Majeſty's Glory, which have equally diſtin- 
guiſhed your Lordſhip, that the Livery of Lon- 
don, will have your hearty Concurrence with 
them, as well as your powerful Interceſſion with 
the King, for the Revocation of the late Order. 
Such a Conduct will ſecure to your Lordſhip 
the Eſteem and Affection of all good Men, and 
add to the unfeigned 06 with which I have 
the Honor to be 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip' 3 moſt ein, 
Humble Servant, 


JOHN WILKES, 


To the Right Honourab! e the 
Earl if Heriferd, Lord 
Chamberlain of che King's 
Houſchold. | 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, that whoever adviſed His Ma- 


jeſty, to declare he would not in future receive 


on the Throne, any Addreſs, Remonſtrance and 


Petition from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 


Livery of London, are Enemies to the Right of 


the Subject to petition the Throne, becauſe ſuch 
Advice is calculated to intercept the Complaints 
of the People to their Sovereign, to prevent a Re- 
dreſs of Grievances, and alienate the Minds of 
Engliſhmen from the Hanoverian Succeſſion. 


Reſolved, that it is the Opinion of this Com- 


mon Hall, that unleſs his Majeſty hears the Pe- 
titions of his Subjects, the Right of petitioning 
is nugatory. 


A Motion being made and Queſtion put, that 
an humble Addreſs, Remonſtrance and Petition 
be preſented to His Majeſty from the Lord May- 
or, Aldermen and Livery of the City of London, 
in Common Hall aſſembled, on this important 


Criſis of American Affairs; the ſame was reſolv- 


ed in the Affirmative. 


And an Addreſs, Remonſtrance and Petition 
being produced, a Motion was made that the 
fame be read, and the Queſtion being put by Mr. 
Recorder, it was reſolved in the Affirmative; 
whereupon the ſame was read as follows, 


"BJ 


Jo 


rr ; . 
+ bb WOEY * 3 1 " 1 ** . a —_— 2 1 4 * 5 : "a 2 2 I: — 2 14 
r 2 A = 12 — 298 — —— — vn — — 1 — wy — 


** * 3 


[ 104 J 
To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Addreſs, Remonftrance and Petition 
of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Livery of 
the City of London, in Common Hall aſſem- 
bled. | 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


WE, your Majeſty's moſt faithful Subjects, 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Livery, of the 
City of London, in Common Hall aſſembled, 
are compelled again to diſturb your Majeſty's 
Repoſe with our Complaints. | 


We have already expreſſed to your Majeſty our 


Abhorrence of the tyrannical Meaſures purſued 


againſt our Fellow- Subjects in America, as well 
as of the Men who ſecretly adviſe, and of the 
Miniſters who execute theſe Meaſures, We de- 
fire to repeat again, that the Power contended 
for over the Colonies, under the ſpecious Name 
of Dignity, is to all Intents and Purpoſes, Deſ⸗ 
potiſin — That the Exerciſe of deſpotic Power, in 
any Part of the Empire, is inconſiſtent with the 
Character and Safety of this Country. | 


As we would not ſuffer any Man, or Body of 
Men, to eſtabliſh arbitrary Power over us, we 
cannot acquieſce in an Attempt to force it upon 
any Part of our Fellow-Subjets : We are per- 
waded, that by the ſacred, unalterable Rights of 

human 


19 
human Nature; as well as by every Principle 1 
the Conſtitution, the Americans ought to enjoy 
Peace, Liberty and Safety; that whatever Power 
invades theſe Rights ought to be reſiſted; we 
hold ſuch Refiftance, in Vindication of their con- 
ſtitutional Rights, to be their indiſpenfible Duty 
to GOD, (from whom thoſe Rights are derived ;) 
to themſelves, who cannot be ſafe and happy 
without them; to their Poſterity, who have a 
Right to claim this Inheritance at their Hands 
unviolated and unimpaired, | 


We dowd already remonſtrated to your Majeſty, 
that theſe Meaſures were big with all the Conſe- 
quences, which could alarm a free and commer- 
cial People; a deep, and perhaps, fatal Wound to 
Commerce;—the Ruin, of Manufactures; the 
Diminution of the Revenue, and conſequent In- 
creaſe of Taxes; the Alienation of the Colonies; 


and the Blood of your Majeſty's Subjects. 


_ VUnhappily, Sire, the worſt of theſe Appre- 
henſions is now realized in all its Horror. We 
have ſeen, with equal Dread and Concern a Civil 
War commenced in America, by your Majeſty's 
Commander in Chief: Will your Majeſty be pleaſ- 
ed to conſider, what muſt be the Situation of 
your People here, who having nothing now to 
expect from America, but Gazettes of Blood, 

and mutual Liits of their ſaughtered Fellow- 
e 5 


Every 
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Every Moment's Proſecution of this fatal War, 
may looſen irreparably the Bonds of that Connec- 
tion, on which the Glory and Safety of the Britiſh 


Empire depend. 


If any Thing could add to the Alarm of theſe 
Events, it is your Majeſty's having declared your 
Confidence in the Wiſdom of Men, , a Majority of 
whom are notoriouſly bribed to betray their Con- 
ſtituents and their Country. It is the Misfortune 
of your Majeſty, it is the Misfortune and Grief 
of your People, to have a Grand Council and a 
Repreſentative, under an undue and dangerous 
Influence; an Influence, which though procured by 
your Miniſters, is dangerous to your Majeſty, by 
deceiving you, and to your People, by betraying 
them. 


In ſuch a Situation, your Petitioners are bound 
to declare to your Majeſty, that they cannot and 
will not ſit unconcerned; that they will exert 
' themſelves, at every Hazard, to bring thoſe who 
have adviſed theſe ruinous Meaſures, to the Juſ- 
tice of this Country, and of the much injured 


- Colonies. 


We have already fignified our Perſuaſion, that 
theſe Evils originate in the ſecret Advice of thoſe, 
who are equally Enemies to your Majeſty's Title, 
and to theRights of your People. Your Petitioners 
are now compelled to ſay, that your Throne is 
ſur- 


E 


ſurrounded by Men, avowedly inimical to thoſe 
Principles, on which your Majeſty poſſeſſes the 
Crown, and this People their Liberties. At a 
Time of ſuch Difficulty and Danger, public Con- 
fidence is eſſential to your Majeſty's Repoſe, and 
to the Preſervation of your People: Such Confi- 
dence cannot be obtained by Miniſters and Ad- 
viſers, who want Wiſdom, and hold Principles 


incompatible with Freedom; nor can any Hope 


of Relief be expected from a Parliament, choſen 
under a national Delufion, inſidiouſly raiſed, by 
Miſrepreſentations touching the true State of 
America, and artfully embraced by a Precipi- 
tate Diſſolution. 


Your Petitioners therefore again pray and be- 
ſeech your Majeſty, to diſmiſs your preſent Mini- 
ſters and Adviſers, from your Perſon and Coun- 
ſels for ever; to diſſolve a Parliament, who by 
various Acts of Cruelty and Injuſtice, have mani- 
feſted a Spirit of Perſecution againſt our Brethren 
in America, and given their Sanction to Popery 
and arbitrary Power ; to put your future Confi- 


dence in Miniſters, whoſe known and unſhaken 


Attachment to the Conſtitution, joined to their 
Wiſdom and Integrity, may enable your Ma- 
jeſty to ſettle this alarming Diſpute, upon 
the ſure, honourable and laſting Foundations of 
general Liberty, 


WILKES, 
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W IL k E S, Mayer: 


In a Meeting or Aſſembly of the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Livery of the ſeveral Com- 
panies of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Hall aſſembled, at the Gzi/dha!l of 
the ſaid City, on Tueſday, the Fourth Day 


of 7uly, 1775. 


The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, ac- 
quainted the Livery, that the Sheriffs waited 
on his Majeſty at St. Fames's on Wedneſday 
laſt, and that Mr. Sheriff Plomer addreſſed his 
Majeſty as follows: 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

WE are ordered by the Lord Mayor, Alder. 
men and L ivery of the City of London, in Com- 
mon Hall aſſembled, to wait upon your Majeſty, 
humbly to know your Majeſty's Royal Will and 


Pleaſure, when your Majeſty will be pleaſed to 


receive upon the Throne, their humble Addreſs, 
Remonſtrance and Petition, 


[ 19 J 
To which bis Majeſy anſwered, 


'YoU will pleaſe to take Notice, that I wilt 
receive their Addreſs, Remonſtrance and Petition, 
on * next, at the Levee. 


Mr. Sheriff Plomer replied, 

Your Majeſty will permir us to inform you, 
that the Livery in Common Hall aſſembled, have 
reſolved not to preſent their Addreſs, Remon- 
ſtrance and Petition, unleſs your Majeſty ſhall be 
pleaſed to receive it Krieg on the Throne. 


To which bis Majeſty anfwered, 
I am ever ready to receive Addrefles and 
Petitions but I am the Judge where. 


The Lord Mayor then declared, that in Conſe- 
quence of the Order of the Livery, that the Ad- 
dreſs, Remonſtrance and Petition, ſhould not be 
preſented to the King but ſitting on his Throne, 
the Sheriffs Report to him, and Lord Hertford's 
Letter; his Lordſhip had not attended b his DEITY : 


” with the ſaid Addreſs. 


_ Reſolved, tar the King i is wid to hear the 
Petitions of his People, it being the undoubted 
Right of the Subject to be heard, and not a Mat- 


ter of Grace and F avour. 


Reſolved, that his Majeſty? 8 1 is a direct N 
Denial of the Right of this Court to have their 


Petitions heard, 
Reſolved, 


| 
! 
| 


PE 
Reſolved, that ſuch Denial renders the Right 


of Petitioning the Throne, recognized and eſta» 
bliſhed by the e png of no Effect. | 


Reſolved, that ene adviſed his Mazel |; 
directly or indirectly, to refuſe hearing the hum- 
ble Addreſs, Remonſtrance and Petition of this 
Court on the Throne, is equally an Enemy to 
the Happineſs and Security of the King, and to 
the Peace and Liberties of the People. 


Reſolved, See: the following Inſtructions be 
given to our Repreſentatives in Parliament. 


Gaithmen, 
YOU are inſtructed by the Livery in Com- 


mon Hall aſſembled, to move immediately, 


on the next Meeting of Parliament, for an 
humble Addreſs from the Houſe of Com- 
mons / to his Majeſty, requeſting to know 
who were the Adviſers of thoſe fatal Mea- 


ſures which have planted Popery and arbi- 
trary Power in America, have plunged us 


into a moſt unnatural Civil War, to the Sub- 
verſion of the fundamental Principles of the 
Engliſb Liberty, the Ruin of our moſt valuable 
Commerce, and the Deſtruction of his Ma- 
zeſty's Subjects; to know who were the Ad- 


viſers of a Meaſure ſo dangerous to his Ma- 
Jeſty” * 


3 


jeſty's Happineſs and the Rights of his Peo- 
ple, as refuſing to hear the Petitions and 
Complaints of his Subjects: You are further 
inſtructed, Gentlemen, to move for an Im- 
peachment of the Authors and Adviſers of 
thoſe Meaſures, that by bringing them to 
Public Fuſtice, evil Councellors may be re- 
moved from before the King; his Throne 

may be eſlabliſned; the Rights of his Peo- 
ple be vindicated; and the whole Empire re- 
ſtored to the Enjoyment of Peace, LADY _ 
W | | e 


WIL 


WIL k E s, Mayor.” 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Gulldball of the City of London, on Fri- 
Jes the 19 80 of July, 177 25 LOT 


A Midtion was made and Queſtion aſt; that an 
humble Addreſs and Petition be preſented to 
his Majeſty from this Court, praying that his 
Majeſty will be pleaſed to ſuſpend Hoſtilities 
againſt our Fellou- Subjects in North America, 
and adopt ſuch conciliatory Meaſures as may 
reſtore Union, Confidence, and Peace to the 

| whole Empire, the ſame was reſolved in the 
Affirmative; which Petition was read and 
agreed to, as follows: 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Addreſs and Petition of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City 


of London, in Common Council aflembled. 


Moſt 


> PG 


happy. 


1 1. 1 
Mo finden Sa oof | 
YOUR Majefty's moſt loyal and durifal Subs 


ors the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons 
of the City of Lindon, in Common Council af- 


ſembled, with all Humility beg Leave to lay 


themſelves at your Royal Feet, humbly imploring 


your benign Attention towards the grievous De- 


ſtruction Of their F nenen in America, he 


T he Changtevittie of ahe og Arch over 


whom your Reign has ever been equally remarked 


for an unparalleled Loyalty to their Sovereign, 
whilit the Principles of the Conſtitution has been 
the Rule of his Government, as well as a firm - 


"Oppoſition pen wen their n have been in 
vaded. 


- | 34 I ; 


Your American Subjects, Royal Sire, deſcended 


from the ſaid Anceſtors with ourſelves, appear 
cequally jealous of the Prerogatives of Freemen, 


* 


without which oy cannot deem che 


Their chearful and unaſked-for Contributions, 


as well as willing Services to the Mother Coun- 


try, whilſt they remained free from the Clog of 
compulſory Laws, will, we are ſure, plead pow- 


ertully with the Humanity ef your Diſpoſition, 


TOE for 


8 
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fir graciouſly granting them every reafonaliic op- 
portunity of giving, as Freemen, what they ſeem 
reſolutely determined to refuſe under the Injunc- 
tion of Laws made independent of their own 
Conſent. | 2 


The Abhorrence we entertain of civil Blood- 
ſhed and Confuſion, will, we truſt, Sire, if nat 
wholly exculpate us in your Royal Mind, yet 


plead powerfully in our Favour for the Warmth 


with which we lament thoſe Meaſures, whoſe de- 


ſtructive Principles have driven out American 


Brethren to A of ir 


-Gawvinced as this earneſt Diſpoſition of: the 


Coloniſts to remain firm in all duteous Obedience 


to the conſtitutional Authority of this Kingdom, 


permit us, moſt gracious Sovereign, to beſeech 
you, that thoſe Operations of Force, which at 
preſent diſtract them with the moſt dreadful Ap- 
prehenſions, may be ſuſpended, and that, uncon- 


trouled by a Reſtraint incompatible with a free 
Government, they may poſſeſs an Opportunity 


of tendering ſuch Terms of Accommodation as 


we doubt not will approve them worthy of a diſ- 


tinguiſhed Rank N che firmeſt F ep of 
this Country, 


His 


x 
? 
1 


His 


I ns F 


ths Majehty s Anſwer, delivered rhe 14th ** ＋ 15 


July, 1775. 


1am always ready to liſten to the dutiful Peti- 
tions of my Subjects, and ever happy to comply 
with their reaſonable Requeſts; but while the 
conſtitutional Authority of this Kingdom is 


openly reſiſted by a Part of my American Sub- 
jects, I owe it to the reſt of my People, of whoſe 
Zeal and Fidelity I have had fuch conſtant 
Proofs, to continue and enforce thoſe Meaſures, 


by which alone their Rights and Linerefts can be | 
 afferted and maintained. | 


—_—_— _ 


_—_ * —_ 


WILKES, Mar. 


In a Meeting or Aſſembly of the Mayor, Al. 
dermen, and Liverymen of the ſeveral Com- 


* of the City of London, in Common 
Hall aſſembled, at the Guildball of the ſaid 


City, on Friday, the 2gth Day of Sept. 775. | 


The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor ac- 


quainted the Livery that he had received a 
Letter from the Congreſs. at Philadelphia, di- 


rected to his Lordſhip and the Livery of Lon- 
don, and, if it was their Pleaſure, he would 
read ir, which being deſired by the Livery, 
his Lordſhip then read the Letter, which fol- 
lows in theſe Words: | 


H 2 | My 


1 


A 2 


PERMIT the Nelegates of the Pebote of 
twelve antient Colonies to pay your Lordſhip, 

and the very reſpectable Body of which you are 
Head, the juſt 1 ribute of Gratitude and Thanks, 
for the virtuous and unſolicited Reſentment you 
have ſhewn to the violated Rights of a free Peo- 
ple. The City of London, My Lord, having, in 
all Ages, approved itſelf the Patron of Liberty, 
and the Support of juſt Government, 2 inſt 
lawleſs Tyranny and Oppreſſion, cannot fail to 
make us deeply ſenſible of the powerful Aid our 
Cauſe muſt receive from ſuch Advocates: A 
Cauſe, My Lord, worthy the Support of the firit 
City in the World, as it involves the Fate of a 
great Continent, and threatens, to ſhake the Foun- 
dations of a flouriſhing, and, until lately, a hap- | 


Py Empire. 


Morth America, My Lord, wiſhes mo ardently 
for a laſting Connection with Great Britain, on 
Terms of Juit and equal Liberty; lets than which 
generous Minds will not offer, nor brave and free 
ones be willing to receive. 


A ud War has, at dend been opened 
againſt us, and, whilſt we prepare to defend our- 
ſelves, like the Deſcendants of Britons, we ſtill 


hope that the Mediation of wiſe and good Citi- 
| Zens 
+ 


THI 


zens will at teripth prevail over Deſpotiſm, and 
reſtor Harmony and Peace on permanent Prinei- 
at to an G a divided Empiie. 


- We have the Honor to be, 827 Lord, with 


8 n 
Pairhful Friends and F ehem. Sübgecs. 
By Order of the Congreſs, 
JOHN HANCOCK, Preſident 


To 1 Right Honourable the 


Lord Mayor and Livery of 
, the City of Lanes. 
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Mr. Deputy Piper n the Livery, that at 
a previous Meeting of the Livery, at th Half 
. Tavern, in Cheapfide, on Monday Even- 
ing laſt, at which Meeting he was Chairman, 

it was by them agreed, that an Addreſs to the 

Electors of Great Britain, on the preſent alarm- 
ing Criſis of public Grievances, be recom- 
mended from that Meeting to the Conſidera- 
tion of the next Common Hall: And an Ad- 
dreſs being accordingly produced, a Motion 
was made, and Queſtion put, that the ſaid Ad- 

. dreſs be now read, it was reſolved in the Affir- 
mative, and the ſaid Addreſs was read and 
agreed to, as follows : 


Addreſs of the {ord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Livery of London, in Common Hall 
aſſembled. 


To the ELECTORS of Great Britain. 


Gentiemen, 
THE Miſchiefs which have already ariſen, 
and the greater Calznuties which are threatened, 
from the unnatural War excited in America, by 
the arbitrary and inexorable Spirit of his Majeſty's 
Miniſters and Adviſers, have imprefied our Minds 
with Alarins and Apprehenſions, which occaſions 
this Addicſs to You. 


As 


© 119 * 


* Electors, we are more particularly called 


upon to take into Conſideration theſe dangerous 
Proceedings againſt our Fellow- Subjects in ame- 


rica, becauſe the Repreſentatives of the People 
are unhappily made the Inftruments of theſe Mes- 
ſores, 


It is impoſſible we can ſee, without the utmoſt 
Alarm, Preparations making for the Proſecution. 
of an expenſive and ruinous War with our own 
Colonies, from which ſo much of our Commerce, 
and therefore the Sources of our Wealth are de- 
rived. * The inevitable Conſequence of this muſt 
be an Increaſe of Taxes, already too heavy; 
and an Addition to the National Debt, which 


prefles us at this Time with intolerable Weight. 


We beg you to conſider, what muſt be the Situa- 


tion of this Kingdom, under an Augmentation 
of Taxes and a Diminution of Commerce; — an - 


Increaſe of National Debt, and an equal Decreaſe 
of N ational Reſources. 


Theſe ; are the 3 and unavoidable Con- 


ſequences of chis War; — the probable ones. are 
ſtill more fatal, If our natural and inveterate 
Enemies ſhould; fall upon us, when we are ex- 
hauſted of Men and Money, when our moſt va- 


luable Commerce is ruined, -and our braveſt and 


veteran Troops. ſacrificed, what is it that can 
4 5 thield | 
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1 
ſhield vs from immediate Ruin? If we er 
ourſel ves then in this obſtinate and expenſive Civil 
War, we muſt owe our Safety to the Forbearance 
of or Enemies: Neither do we think it impro- 
bable, from the det ſperite Valour with which 
the Americans defend their deareſt Liberties, that 
all our Efforts will be unſucceſsful, and that we 
fall at laſt be obliged, to fit down, under a 
grievous Addition of Debt the Shame of defeat- 
ed Armaments ; and the total Loſs of our uſeful 


| | nn affe@ionate Colonies. 


, 


The Proviſion thar 3 is making for the Introduc- 
tion of Hanoverian and Heſtan Troops, inſtead of 
removing, confirins our Apprehenfions, becauſe 
we cannot have any Confidence in the Protection 
of foreign Mercenaries; and feel at once the 
Shame and Folly of that Policy, which is to bur- 


then us with Taxes for the Payment of foreign 


Protectors, while our own brave Troops 
ſlaughtered in an unnatural, unneceſfary, in- 


glorious Conteſt. 


For the certain Expences of this War, we ſee 
no R-paration, even in Conqueſt ; deſolated Fields 
and depopulated Provinces, are little likely to 


contribute to our Neeeflicies, either by Revenue 


or Commerce. No Comnlaint from the Mer- 
chaurs and Manufacturers 1 ia Creat- Pritain, oft 
ES: „ 


«1h, I IG 
licit Trade, and Acts of Navigation infrinped, 
has dalled for theſe coercive Meafures; on the 
_ contrary, they have repeatedly petitioned againſt 
the Principles upon which the War is founded: 
To ſecure our Commerce, therefore, can neither 
be the Aim, nor Iſſue of this War; neither can 
it be to ſettle # due Subordination of the Colonies 
upon the preſent State, ſince they have repeared- 
Ty and ſokmanly acknowledged their Subordina- 
1 and ſubmitted to our Conn 


Me cannot, theres Sndever 8 any real Object 
or poſſible Event of this Diſpute, (ſhould we be 
fucceſsful) but that of eſtablithing the arbitrary 
Power of the Crown over our Fellow. Subjects in 
America, which muſt greatly endanger the Conſti- 
tution here, and enercafing the Number of Place- 
men and Penſioners alread'7 for enormous, as to 
threaten the utter Deſtruftion of Freedom and 
: e among us. 


The People of che Colonies have 
their Fellow Subjects im Grrat- Britain, for the 
Juſtice and Neœceſſity of theit Conduct; We are 
convinced of their having been injured and op- 
preſſed; We ſympathize in their Griefs, and re- 
vere their Fortitude; Every Motive of Hum 
nity, of Juſtice, -and of Intereſt, calls upon us 
to condemn the Meaſures of which "OY com- 

| plain; 
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plain; 5 and to declare, that we will never willingly 
contribute to urge their Oppreſſions or a | 
their Liberties. | I 


It has been our Grief and our Misfortune to 
ſee, that the repeated Petitions, from his Majeſ- 
ty's Subjects in America, ſupported by many in 
this Country, have not availed to prevent the 
dreadful Extremities we now lament. The Pe- 
titioners have been ſtudiouſly driven to the laſt 
Reſources of Deſpair, by a Denial of Redreſs, 
and an Accumulation of Grievances, too ſevere to 


be endured by a free People. 


In the united Petition laſt Year, from all the 
Colonies to the King, they aſked for Peace, Li- 
berty, and Safety. Did it become us to refuſe 
ſuch a Requeſt, or to perſiſt in violating 
the Peace, Liberty, and Safety of any Part 
of our Fellow- Subjects? They pledge themſelves, 


© that in Time of War, they will be ready and 


« willing to demonſtrate their Loyalty to his 
«© Majeſty, by exerting their moſt ſtrenuous Ef. 
« forts, in granting Supplies and raiſing Forces.” 
What can we in Juſtice require more from a Part 
of the Empire, reſtrained in Point of commer- 
cial Advantages for our Benefit; and labouring 
in conſequence of that Reſtraint, under a heavy 
| 5 


E 
and accumulating Debt? Can we expect Sueceſs 
from a War founded in ſuch flagrant Injuſtice? 
Appeäling, ſay they, to that Being, who 
„ ſearches thoroughly the Hearts of his Crea- 
„„ tures, we ſolemnly profeſs that our Councils 
% have been influenced by no other Motive, than 
e Dread of impending D 


That Dread has been n Pu Fire, 
and Sword have anſwered their reaſonable Re- 
queſts and earneſt Sapplications ; utter Deſtrue- 
tion or unconditional Submiſſion, is the only Al- 
ternative left them by this imperious and intempe- 
rate Adminiſtration. 


| Yet ſtill they were determined to try the Force 
of freſh Supplications ; this they have done in 
their late Petition to the Throne, more humble, 
but ſtill fruitleſs as the former. They fay, 
© Knowing to what violent Reſentments and in- 
* curable Animoſities, civil Diſcords are apt to 
„ exaſperate and inflame the contending Parties, 
« we think ourſelves required by indiſpenſible 
Obligations to Almighty GOD, to your Ma- 
cc jeſty, to our Fellow-Sutj:cts and ourſelves, 
« immediately to uſe all the Means in our Power, 
not incompatible with our Safety, for ſtopping 
the further Effuſion of Blood, and for averting 
| | 60 the 
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tt the impending Calamities which 9 the 
5 


Wet feel theſe, as the mot amiable Sentiments | 
of Men, cordially intereſted in our Welfare and 


a 


| earneſtly aiming at Peace and Reconciliation. 


In purſuit of theſe laudable Purpoſes, they ſo- 


lemaly declare their moſt ardent Deſire, that © the 


former Harmony between the two Countries 
% may be reſtored, and a Concord may be eſtab- 
& liſhed between them, upon ſo firm a Baſis, as 
te to. perpetuate its Bleſſing, uninterrupted by 
& any future Diſſentions, to ſucceeding Generati- 


„ ons in both Countries;“ they declare, that 


* they do not requeſt loch a Reconciliation as 
might in any Manner be inconſiſtent with the 
% Dignity and Welfare of Great Britain; that 
e they are ready and willing at all Times, as they 
& have ever been, with their Lives and Fortunes, 
to aſſert and maintain the Rights and Intereſts 
< of his Majeſty, and of their Mother Country;“ 


they therefore implore his Majeſty “ to take Mea- 


« ſures for preventing the further Deſtruction of 
the Lives of his Sübjects, and that he will be 
e pleaſed to direct ſome Made by which the 
<« united Applications of his faithful Coloniſts 


us to the Throne, in purſuance of their Common 


bs Councils, 
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"Be Councils, may be improved into a happy and 
„ permanent Reconcikation ; and that the wiſhed⸗ 
© for © Opportunity may ſoon be reſtored to them, 
of evincing the Sincerity of their Profeſſions, 
by every Teſtimony of Devotion becoming the 
„ moſt dutiful Subjects and the molt affrckionate 

2 Coloniſts. 8 


To this Petition an Anſwer has been refuſed : 
The unhappy Petitioners are left to deplore the 
Proſpe& of an inexorable War and Deſolation, 
and to ſeek Protection in thoſe fatal Reſources 


which Self. preſervation ſuggeſts n "JED | 
Deſtruction. 


This, Gentlemen, 15 the alarming State of 
America, which fils us with e and A 
henfions. 


We lament the Blood that has been already 
ſhed. We deplore the Fate of thoſe brave Men, 
who are devored to hazard their Lives, not 
againſt the Enemies of the Britiſ Name, but 


againſt the F riends of the Proſperity and Glory * it 


Great- Britain. We feel for the Honor of the 
Britiſh Arms ſullied, not by the Miſbehaviour 
of thoſe who bore them, but by the Miſconduct 
of the Miniſters, who employed them, to the 

* reſ- 


WO 7 i 3 
Oppreſſion of their Fellow- Subjects: + are 


alarmed at the immediate, inſupportable Expence, 
and the probable Conſequences of a War, which 
we arc convinced originates in Violence and In- 
juſtice, and muſt end in Ruin. 


Theſe are the Sentiments, Gentlemen, which 
we take the Liberty of communicating to you, 
as the Reaſons upon which we have acted; truſt- 
ing that, if they meet with your Approbation, 
you will co-operate with us, in endeavouring to 
bring the Authors of theſe Evils, to the Juſtice 
of their Country. 


SAWBRIDGH, Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
by + kurſday, the 14th Day of March, 1776. 


"RESOLVED, That the Thanks it this Court 
be given to the Reverend Richard Price, Doctor 
in Divinity, Fellow of the Royal Society, for 
baving laid down in his late Publication of 
* Obſervations on the Nature of Civil Liberty, 
&c.” thoſe ſure Principles upon which alone the ſu- 
preme legiſlative Authority of Great Britain 
over her Colonies, can be juſtly or beneficially 
maintained, and for holding forth thoſe public 
Objects, without which it muſt be totally indif- 


ferent to the Kingdom who are IN, or who are 
OUT of Power. 


A Motion heing made, and Queſtion put, That 

the Freedom of this City be preſented in a Gold 

Box, of the Value of Fifty Pounds, to the Re- 

verend Dr. Richard Price, as a grateful Teſtimony 
of the Approbation of this Court, for his late 
Pamphlet, intituled, © Obſervations on the Na- 
1 ture of Civil Liberty, the Principles of Go- 
1 vernment, and the Juſtice and Policy of the 
| 66 War 
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«© War with America, nd that the Chamberfalz 
do attend him with the ſame; the ſame Was re- 


ſolved in the + pwr nt ordered accord- 
ingly. 


RESOLVED, That this Court do preſent to 
bis Majeſty an humble and dutiful Addreſs ,and 
Petition, that the moſt ſolemn, clear, diſtinct, 
and unambiguous Specification of the Guſt and 
honourable Terms which his Majeſty, with both 
Houſes of Parliament, means to grant to the Co- 
lonies, may precede the dreadful Operations of 
his Armament; which Addreſs and Petition was 
read and agreed to. as follows : 


7 o the King S = Excellunt Majey. 


The humble Addreſs and Petition of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City 
of Leudon, in Common Council aſſembled. 


A Gracious Soverei, 


WE, the Lord Mayor, * and S 
mons of the City of London, in Common Council 
aflembled, beg Leave to approach your Throne, 
and to intteat your Majelty's Royal Attention, 
whilſt, with the Humility of dutiful Subjects, 
we lay before your Majeſty, what at preſent moſt 
immediately affects us in the Spirit and Tendency 
of the n Meaſures now depending, and the 
| 1 _ Anxiety 
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Anxiety 1 we feel: at the naked and expoſed State 
in which this Country will be left, by draining it 
of the National Troops, as well as at the Danger 
and Diſgrace attending the late Treaties for fo- 

reign Mercenaries, whoſe Latitude is ſuch as to 
provide the Means of introducing a foreign aum 
into this Realm. : 


we cannot, Sir, without Horror, look forward 
to that Diſmemberment of the Empire, that In- 
creaſe of the National Debt, and of burthenſome 
Taxes, the Loſs of our moſt valuable Reſources, 
thoſe Diſtreſſes of our Merchants and Manufac- 
turers, thoſe Deficiencies of the Revenue, that 
Effuſion of the Blood of our Countrymen and 
Brethren, that Failure of Public Credit, and 
thoſe dreadful Calamities and Convulſions, which 
muſt follow a Civil War, ſo begun and purſued, 
whoſe Extent no Wiſdom can foreſee, 


We humbly conceive. that no People can be 
bound to ſurrender their Rights and Liberties, as 
a Return for Protection; the Colonies have fought 
our Battles with us; and in the laſt War they ſo 
far exceeded their Abilities, that this Nation 
thought it juſt and neceſſary to make them an 
annual Compenſation: And even now, driven to 
open Hoſtilities in their own Defence, they are 
willing (their Charters being inviolably ſecured), 
to continue to us all thoſe Advantages of regular 
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and excluſive Commerce, to which we have long : 
owed our Opulence and Proſperity z ; and we have 
every Aſſurance which Men in their Situation can 
ſafely give, that, if aſked as Freemen, they are 
willing to go farther, and to afford to the ex- 
hauſted State of the Revenue of this Country, 
ſuch reaſonable and voluntary Aid as their Abili- 
ties permit, provided that their Contributions are 
unalienably applied to relieve that Diſtreſs, which 
is the only fair and politic Foundation of requir- 
ing them; and that neither their Aids, nor our 
own ſink ing Funds, ſhall be any longer perverted | 
from a public Benefit, and mifapplied to the Pur- 


poſe of Corruption, inſtead of redeeming the 


Debts of the Nation, according t to its firlt wife 
and juſt Inſtitution. Puts, 


| Indulge but, moſt gracious Sovereign, the Huma- 


_ nity. and Benignity of your own Royal Diſpoſition; 


and our Prayers will be granted : We implore 


the Extenſion of your Majeſty's Juſtice and Mer- 


& toward that Continent, which, when Arbiter 
of the Terms of Peace, it was your Majeſty's 


on Determination to prefer to every other Com- 


penfation, for all the Expences of the laſt War. 


We humbly and earneſtly ae your Ma- 
jeſty, that the moſt ſolemn, clear, diſtinct,. and 
unambiguous Specification of thoſe juſt. and ho- 


nourable Terms which Tow Majeſty, with both 


Houſes 
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Houſes of Parliament, mean to grant to the Co- 
lonies}” may precede the dreadful Operations of 
your Armament : every Colour and Suſpicion of 
Injuſtice and Oppreſſion will then be removed 
from the Proceedings of the Mother Country, and 
if thofe juſt and honourable Terms are not ſub- 
mitted to, your Majeſty will undoubtedly be en- 
abled to meet, what will then be Rebellion, with 
the zealous Hearts and Hands of a determined, 
loyal, and united People. ; 


His Majeſty 5 1 delivered the wy Day of 
March, 1 779% 


I deplore with the deepeſt Concern the Mi- 
ſeries which a great Part of my Subjects in North 
America, have brought upon themſelves, by an 
unjuſtifiable Reſiſtance to the Conſtitutional Au- 
| thority of this Kingdom; and I ſhall be ready 
and happy to alleviate thoſe Miſeries by Acts of 
Mercy and Clemency, whenever that Authority 
is eſtabliſhed, and the now exiſting Rebellion is 
at an End. To obtain theſe ſalutary Purpoſes, I 
will invariably purſue the moſt proper and effec- 
tual Means. Wh, 
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SAWBR ID G E, Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Guilaball of the City of London, on 
Monday, the 294% Day of April, 1776. 


A Motion being made, and Queſtion put, That an 
humble Addreſs of Congratulation, be preſented 
to his Majeſty by this Court, on the ſafe De- 
livery of the Queen, and the Birth of another 
Princeſs, the ſame was reſolved in the Affir- 
mative, and ordered accordingly ; which Ad- 
_ dreſs was read and agreed to, as follows; 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. | 


The humble Addreſs of the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Commons of the City of London, 
in Common Council aſſembled. 


Maſt Gracious Sovereign, 


YOUR Majeſty's loyal Subjects, the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of 


London, in Common Council aſſembled, ap- 
proach 


[ 9B 7 

proach your Majeſty with their Congratulations 
on the happy Delivery of their moſt amiable 
Queen, and the Birth of another Princeſs ; and to: 
aflure your Majeſty, that there are not in all your 
Dominions any Subjects more faithful, or more 
ready to maintain the true Honor. and Dignity of 
your Crown. They will continue to rejoice at 
every Event which adds to your Majeſty's do- 
meſtic Felicity: And they hope, that every 

Branch of the Auguſt Houſe of Brunſcvicł, will 
add further Security to thoſe ſacred Laws and 
Liberties, which their Anceſtors would not ſuffer 
to be violated with Impunity, and which in con- 
ſequence of the glorious and neceſſary Revolution, 
that illuſtrious Houſe was called forth to nen 
and defend. 7 | 


His h s Anſwer, delivered 2 34 N 7 
May, 1776. | 


4 thank you for this dutiful Addrefs! on the 
happy Delivery of the Queen, and the Birth of 
another Princeſs, 


The Security of the Laws and Liberties of my 
| People has always been and ever ſhall be the Ob- 
Jet of my Care and Attention. | 


1 _ 
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Further . of the 29th Day of Ar 5 
1776. 


THE Town-Clerk acquainted this Court, 
that according to the Order of the laſt Court, he 
had waited with their Vote of Thanks, on the 
Reverend Richard Price, Doctor in Divinity, 
Fellow of the Royal Society, to which he had 
received the following Anſwer. 


bc a R, 
1 requeſt the F avour of you to ouvey | 


to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons. 


of the City of London, in Common Council 
aſſembled, my warmeſt Acknowledgments, for 
the very condeſcending Reſolution of Thanks 
with which they have honoured my Obſervations 
of Civil Liberty. Theſe Obſervations were writ- 
ten with no other Intention than to plead the 
Cauſe of Liberty and Juſtice, and to remind this 

Country of the dreadful Danger of its preſent Si- 
tuation. The Teſtimony of Approbation which 
they have received from a Body ſo reſpectable, 
annually elected by the firſt City in the World, 
and fo diſtinguiſhed for giving an Example of 
Leal in 1 Cauſe of Liberty, will, it may be 


| hoped, 
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hoped, lead the Public to fix their Views more 
on ſuth Meaſures, as ſhall ſave a finking Conſti- 
tution, and preſerve us from ONE Cala- 


I am, | 


Sir, 
With yu Reſpect, 
Thr moſt Obedient and : 


Newington-Green, | 
March 23, 1776 - - Humble Servant, 


To William Riz, Eſquire, Town-Clerk of 
the Ci ity of London. 


\ 


SIN 


S A We 


SAWBRIDGE, Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber 
of the Guildball of the City of London, on 
Tueſday, the 23d Day of Fuly,' 1776. 


This Day, Mr. Chamberlain laid before this 
Court, a Letter he had received from the Rev. 
Doctor Price, which was read in theſe 
Words. fs ES 


Newington Green, Fuly 21, 1776, 
{Rs 


I am very happy in the Opportunity 
given me, by receiving from your Hands the 
Freedom of the City of London, to repeat my 
Thanks to the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, and 
Common Council for the great Honor they have 
done me; it is impoſſible I ſhould not be deeply 
impreſſed by Teſtimonies of their Approbation 
ſo condeſcending and generous, May the City of 
: GT London 
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| Londo F always flouriſh, and may the Kingdom be 


delivered from the dreadful Danger with which 
it is threatened by the preſent Civil War. 
| I am, Sir, 
With great ReſpeR, 
Your moſt Obedient and 5 | 
ed | : — Humble Servant, 


RICHARD PRIGE. 


To 3 Hopkins, Eſquire, C hamber- | 
lain of che City of £40008. 
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HAL LIF A X, Mar. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber 
of the Guildhall of the City of London, on 
Friday, the 14th Day of February, 1777. 


A Motion was made and Queſtion put, That 


this Court doth agree to petition the Honour- 


able Houſe of Commons, againſt the Bill now 
depending inthat Honourable Houſe, intituled, 


* A Bill to empower his Majeſty to ſecure and 


' « detain Perſons charged with, or ſuſpected of | 
the Crime of High Treaſon, committed in 
North America, or on the High Seas, or the 


„Crime of Piracy ;” the ſame was unanimouſly 
reſolved in the Affirmative; which Petition 18 
as follows : : 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, 


in Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Al- 


dermen and Commons of the City of London, 5 
in Common Council aſſembled. 


 Sheweth, ] 


— 1 = . . - f - 
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* 
THAT your Petitioners have ſeen a Bil 


depending in this Honourable Houſe, * To em- 
„ power his Majeſty to ſecure and detain Perſons 


«© charged with, or ſuſpected of the Crime of 
« High Treaſon committed in North America, 
4 or on che High Seas, or the Crime of Piracy.” 


That if the ſaid Bill mould paſs into a 1 


your Petitioners are apprehenſive it will create Un- 
eaſineſs in the Minds of many of his Majeſty's 
good Subjects, and tend to excite the moſt alarm- 
ing Diſturbances, all Perſons indiſcriminately be- 
ing liable upon the Ground of Suſpieion alone, 
without any Oath made, and without convening 
the Parties, or hearing what they can alledge in 
their own Juſtification, to be committed to a re- 


mote Priſon in any Corner of the Realm, there to 


- _ 


remain without Bail or Mainprize. 


That the Zabeas Corpus, which is the great Se- 
curity of the Liberties of the People, will be ſuſ- 


pended. 


That your Petitioners are deeply affected with 
what they conceive will be the dangerous Conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Law, as from little Motives of 
Reſentment, and various other Inducements, 

there may be Perſons competent to commit, who 
T7 
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may be tempted to exerciſe that Power in 19 ut- 
moſt Latitude and Extent, 


That Meaſures ſo violent and unconſtitutional, 
ſo ſubverſive of the ſacred and fundamental 
Rights of the People, ſubjecting them to the moſt 
cruel Oppreſhon and Bondage, will in the Judg- 
ment of your Petitioners, be introductive of every 

Species of Miſchief and Confuſion, and thereby 
precipitate the r e Ruin of this Country. 


Your Petitioners therefore earneſtly beſeech 5 
this Honourable Houſe, that the ſaid Bill 
may not paſs into a Law, or at leaſt to 
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i take ſuch Care, as in their Wiſdom may 

If ſeem meet, to prevent it from being ex- 

f | | tended in its Operation or Conſtruction to 

4 any of his Majeſty's Subjects reſident in 
1 dae ene 

1 


| And your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, | 
mall ever pray, &c. 


3 | HALLIFAX, 
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HALLIFAX, Mayer. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber 
of the Guildhail of the City of London, on 
Tueſday, the 4th Day of November, 1777. 


A Motion being made, and Queſtion put, That 
an humble Addreis of Congratulation, be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, by this Court, on the 

ſafe Delivery of the Queen, and the Birth of 
another Princeſs, the ſame was reſolved in the 
Affirmative ; which Addreſs was read and 

agreed to, as follows: 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Addreſs of the Lord Mayor, Al- 


dermen, .and Commons of the City of London, 
in Common Council aſſembled. 


2h Gracious &. vereigu, 


WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 1070 $ub- 
jects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons 
of the City of London, in Common Council aſſem 

led, humbly beg Leave to expreſs our unfeigned 


Joy 


| 
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Joy upon the happy Delivery of our moſt gragious 
Queen, and the Birth of another Princeſs 1 
Event which we conſider as an additional Strength 
to the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, in your Ma- 
jeſty's illuſtrious Family; and as a further Secu- 
rity for the Enjoyment of our excellent Conſtitu- 
tion in Church and State. 


Long may your Majeſty reign the true Guar- 
dian of the Liberties of this free Country, and be 
the Inſtrument in the Hands of Providence, of 


tranſmitting to our Poſterity, thoſe invaluable 
Rights and Privileges, which are the NN oY 


of the Subjects of this II, 


Ei Majeſty's Anſwer, Ae the 7th Day of 
November, 127%. 


I thank you for this dutiful Aidrefs, and your 


loyal Congratulations on the happy Delivery of 


the Queen, and the Birth of another Princeſs. 


It is my invariable Object to preſerve and tranſ- 
mit entire, the Conſtitutional Liberties of my 
People, which I ſhall ever confider as forming 
the Baſis of my Government. OT 


ESDAILE, 


ESDAITILK Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of 
the Guildhall of the City of London, on Wea- 
 weſaay, the 4th Day of March, 1775 7 


A Motion being made, one Queſtior put, That 
an humble Addreſs and Petition be preſented 


— — 


to his Majeſty, praying that ſuch conciliatory 


ns Hi —— — wer ro err ey ——— 


 Meafures may be c adopted be between Great-Britain 


— IE 


and America, as may put a i ſpeedy | 7 End t to the 


—— — 


deſtructive War ih which we are now engaged; 

the fate was unanimouſly reſolved in the Aﬀir- 

mative; which Addreſs and Petition Was agreed 
fo, as follows ; 


To 
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To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Addreſs and Petition of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the 
City of London, in Common Council 


aſſem bled. 


Wot Gracious Sovereign, 


WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and ral 
Subjects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of the City of Lendon, in Common 
Council aſſembled, attached to your Majeſty's 
Royal Houſe by Principle, to your Perſon by 
the trueſt Affection, and to the Honor and 
Proſperity of your Government by every Intereſt 
Which can be dear to the Heart of Man, in 
thi is preſent deplorable State of the Affairs of this 

once great and flouriſhing Country, with moſt 
profound Humility implore Leave to lay our- 
ſelves at your Majeſty's Feet, to repreſent to your 
Majeſty the Sentiments and Wiſhes of a faithful 
and cd Sh 


When 


Tw 7 
Wen this Civil War was firſt threatened, your 


Brat City of London, in Concurrence with the 
| Senſe of many other re eee public Bodies of 


your Kingdom, and many of the wiſeſt and beſt 


of your Subjects did, moſt humbly deprecate this 


Evil, foreboding, but too truly the Charges, Ca- 


lamities, and Diſgraces, of which it has been 


hitherto productive, and the greater to which it 
18 ſtill likely to ſubject this Wk 1 of] - | 


| Your faithful People, on chat 8 had 
the Misfortune to receive from your Majeſty, an 
Anſwer more ſuitable to the imperfect Manner 


in which (they fear) they expreſſed Sentiments 


full of Duty, than to your Majeſty's own moſt 
gracious Diſpoſition, their inviolable Reverence 
to their Sovereign, and their unſhaken Zeal. for 
his true Glory; they retired -in a mournful and 
teſpectful Silence, patiently awaiting the Diſpo- 
ſition of Providence, and the Return of your Ma- 
jeſty's Favour and Countenance, whenever Expe- 
rience ſhould fully diſcloſe in its true Light, the 
well-founded Nature of their Apprehenſions, and 
the fatal Tendency of thoſe Counſels, by which 
the Nation has been miſled. 


For miſled, and deceived, your Majeſty . 
many of your Subjects have been. No Pains 
have been omitted te hide from both, the true 
Nature of the Buſineſs, in which we are engaged * 

K no 
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no Arts have been left untried to ſtimulate che 
Paſſions of your Subjects in this Kingdom; and, 


117 are confident, that infinitely more Skill and 
Attention | have been uſed to engage us in this 


«6 


Flavor: or "Advant age; N Fee 
_ ebuld be obtained by any Conduct in ſuch a War. 
We! have been induſtriouſly taught to ſuſpect the 
Profeſſions, and to deſpiſe the Reſiſtance of our 
Brethren (Engliſbmen like ourſelves) whom we 
Kad no fort of Reaſon, to think deficient in the 
Sincerity and Courage which have ever diſtin- 
guiſhed that Name and Race; their Inclinations - 
have beerr miſrepreſented ; their natural Faculties 
depreciated ; their Reſources miſcalculated ; their 
Feelings inſulted ; until Fury and Deſpair ſup- 
Plying whatever might be defective in Force. We 
have ſeen a whole Army, the Flower of the train- 
ed Military Strength of Great Britain, and her' 
14 Allies, famiſhing in the Wilderneſs of America, 
4 laying down their Arms, and owing their imme- 
wil late Re ſcue frorn Death, to thoſe very Men, whom 
tze Murders and Rapines of the Savages (un- 
1 happily employed) had forced from Huſbandmen' 
i into Soldiers, and who had been painted in ſuch 
Colours of Contempt, as to take away all Conſo- 
lation from our Calamity. 
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We bo ſeem another 8 equally brave, 


* nll equally well commanded, for two Years in an 
45 almoſt 


"Tt 1 
almoft continued 4 of Victory, by which 


out decreaſing the Strength of the reſiſting Power; 
without leading to any ſort of : Submiſſion, or 
bringing to your Majeſty's Obedience, even the 
ſmalleſt and weakeſt of Thirteen revolted Provin- 
ces. The Union of thoſe Provinces amongit 
themſelves, and their Animoſity to your Majelty's. 
Adminiſtration, have only been encrealed by the 
injudicious Methods taken to break the one, and 
to ſubdue the other: Fleets and Armies are main- 
W tained in Numbers almoſt equal, /and at an Ex- 


— — — — 
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pence comparatively : far ſuperior to whatever 


—— ̃ — — 


has been employed in the moſt glorious a and ſue- 
ceſsful Struggles of th this C Country, againſt a Com- 
bination of the molt antient and formidable. 
Monarchies of Europe. A few inconſiderable 
detached Iflands, and one dofarncd Town on'the- 
Continent, where your Majeſty's combined Army 
has a perilous and inſecure Footing, are the only 
Fruits of an Expence exceeding Twenty Millions; 
of Ninety-three Ships of War; Sixty Thouſand 
of the beſt Soldiers which could be procured, 
either at Home or Abroad, and appointed for that 
ſpecial Service. Your Majeſty's Forces, both by 
Sea and Land, have (we are told) done all that 
could be expected from the moſt accompliſhed 
Diſcipline, and the moſt determined Courage, 
and yet, "tHe total Defeat of ſome of theſe F ter 
e Edi and 


ave only waſted their own Numbers, with L 
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and the ineffectual Victories of others, have al- 
moſt equally conſpired to the Deſtruction of) your 
Power, and the Diſmemberment of your Empire. 
We ſhould be unpardonably negligent of our 
Duty to your Majeſty, to ourſelves, and to our 


Country, if we did not thus ſolemnly expreſs 


our Feelings upon this dreadful and deciſive 
Proof, of the Madneſs with which this Attempt 
was originally made ; and which faithfully fol- 
lowing it through every Step of its Progreſs, and 
every Meaſure fob its Execution, has compleated, 
by uniform Miſconduct, the Miſchiefs which 
were "commenced in total Ignorance. We are 
convinced, that not the Deluſions of artful and 
deſigning Men, (which, like every Thing falſe, 
cannot be permanent) but the general Senſo of 
the whole American People, is ſet and determin- 
ed againſt the Plans of Coercion, civil and mi- 
litary, which have been hitherto employed againſt 
them; an whole united and irritated People cannot 
be conquered ; if the Force now employed can- 
not do it, no F orce within our Abilities will 
do it. 


The Wealth of this N ation is > ants : oi our 
Di ſpoſition would be to pour it out with the moſt 
unreſerved and chearful Liberality, for the Sup- 
port of the Honor and Dignity of your Crown. 
But domeſtic Peace and domeſtic CEconomy are 
the only Means of ung Expence for War 


abroad 
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Abe In this Conteſt, our Reſources are ex, 
hauſted, whilſt thoſe of our Rivals, are ſpared; 


„and we are, every | Year of the continuance of af -.| | 
this War, altering the Balance of of our public = 
engen and R Riches in their Favour. N | 


We think ourſelves We Fe. dread Sei 
reign, to expreſs our Fears and Apprehenſions to 
your Majeſty, that at a Time when your Ma- . 
jeſty's gracious Speech from the Throne has 
hinted, and your vaſt Naval Preparations, in a 
Style much more explicit, announce to us and 
the World, the critical State in which we ſtand; 
with regard to the great neighbouring Powers, 
we have not the Comfort to learn, from that 
Speech, from any Aſſurance of your Majeſty's 


hs adds. dat FY 
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Servants, or even from common Fame, that any | 
Alliance whatever has been made with the other [74 
great States of Europe, in order to cover us from 1 
the complicated Perils ſo manifeſtly imminent 1 
over this Nation; we have as little Reaſon to i 
be certain that Alliances of the moſt dangerous. 1 
Kind are not formed ag us. 4 | 
1 7 
In this State of anxious Doubt and Danger, [if 
we have Recourſe to the-Clemency and Wiſdom 
m „ of your Majeſty, the tender Parent and vigilant | F 


Poor need of your People; that ac you Wl g 4 


PN 
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ouſly take ſuch Meaſures as may reſtore internal 
Peace, and (as far as the miſerable C Circumſtadces 
into which the late deſtructive Courles have 


tion in ſome happy; B Res or and permane! rmanent 


8 
. — — — 


Conjunction; left the Colonies, e ee crated by 
Rig gours of continued War, ſhould become to- 

5 cally alienated from their Parent Country ; left. 
every remaining Spark of their Affection ſhould. 
be extinguiſhed in Habits of mutual Slaughter, 
and Rapine; and left, in ſome evil Hour, they 
who have hitherto been the great Support of the 
Britiſh Strength, ſhould become the moſt formi- 
dable and laſting Acceſſion to the conſtant Ene- 
mies of the Power ang Protperity of 59 King 
doms. þ 


We humbly hope and truſt, that your Majeſty 
will give all due Efficacy to the Conceſſions (we 
with thoſe Conceſſions may not have come too 
late) which have been propoſed in Parliament: 
And we have that undoubted Reliance on the 
Magnanimity of your Majeſty's enlarged and 
Kingly Affections, that we are under no Appre- 
henſions of your Majeſty's being biaſſed by pri- 
vate Partiality to any Set of Men, in a Caſe 
where the Good, where the very Being of your 
People is at Stake: And, with an humble Con- 
— 1 8 we im — and MORNE your Majeſty, 
that 
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that nothing may | ſtand in the Way of thoſ: » Ars. 


rang ent 8, in your | Councils and executive Offi- 
ces, Which may beſt forward the great, neceſſary, 


and bleſſed Work of Peace, which may tend to 


— — 
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Management, and which may obtain, 1 improve, 


—— EY 


and ſecure the returning C Confidence of all your. 
People: In ſuch Meaſures and ſuch Arrange- 

ments, for ſuch an End, your Citizens of Lon- 

don will never fail to give your Majeſty their moſt 


nnen and n Support. 


His nay a ae delivered the 1 15 / March, | 
1778. N 


I can never think, that che Zeal of my Sehe 
jects, the Reſources of my Kingdoms, and the 
Bravery of my Fleets and Armies, can have been 
unwiſely and improvidently exerted, when the 
Object was to maintain the conſtirutional Sub- 
ordination, which ought to prevail through the 
ſeveral Parts of my Dominions, and is effential 
to the Proſperity of the Whole: But I have al- 
ways lamented the Calamities inſeparable from a 
State of War; and ſhall moſt earneſtly give all 
the Efficacy in my Power to thoſe Meaſures which 
the Legiſlature has adopted, for the Purpoſe of 
reſtoring, by ſome happy, honourable, and per- 
manent Conciliation, the Bleſſings of Peace, 
Commerce, Affection and Confidence, between 
the Mother Country and the Colonies. 
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